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“Ac c ord ing  to  th e  tr u e  Churc h  o f  Chri st ,  that  ha s  e x i ste d  s in c e 
th e  a dvent  o f  Chri st  th e  Th e a nthrop o s  into  th i s  worl d  a s  Hi s  th e -
a nthrop i c  B o d y,  th e  d o g ma  o f  th e  inf a l l i b i l i t y  o f  th e  Pop e  i s  n o t  on l y 
a  h ere s y,  b ut  th e  u lt imate  h ere s y.  No  o th er  h ere s y  ha s  s o  ra d i ca l l y 
a n d  s o  c ompre h ens i ve l y  r i s en  a g a inst  Chri st  th e  Th e a nthrop o s  a n d 
Hi s  Churc h  a s  Pap i sm  ha s  thro ug h  th e  d o g ma  o f  th e  inf a l l i b i l i t y  o f 
th e  Pop e ,  a  ma n .  Th i s  i s  un d o u b te d l y  th e  h ere s y  a b o ve  a l l  h ere s i e s . 
It  i s  th e  h orror  a b o ve  a l l  h orror s .  It  i s  a n  uns e en  re b e l l i on  a g a inst 
Chri st  th e  G o d-Ma n .  It  i s ,  a la s ,  th e  m o st  d re a df u l  b a n i s hm ent  o f 
th e  L ord  Chri st  f rom  th e  e a r th .  It  i s  th e  rep e ate d  b e traya l  o f  Chri st , 
th e  rep e ate d  cr u c i f i x i on  o f  th e  L ord  Chri st ,  n o t  on  a  wo o d en  cro ss 
th i s  t im e  b ut  on  th e  g o l d en  cro ss  o f  p ap i st  huma n i sm .  Al l  th i s  i s  h e l l 
thri c e  o ver  f or  th e  wre tc h e d  e a r th l y  b e ing  ca l l e d  ma n .” 1

— Saint Justin Popović

1	 Saint Justin Popović, The Orthodox Church and Ecumenism, trans. Benjamin 
Emmanuel Stanley (Birmingham: Lazarica Press, 2000), 148-149.
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In t roduct ion

What is the position of the Orthodox Church with regard to Catholicism? 
Who are the ultimate authorities to inform us of this? Without hesitation, every 
Orthodox Christian looks to the Saints and the patristic consensus to answer 
this question. It is the diachronic voice of Holy Tradition as presented by the 
Saints individually and collectively in council. All contemporaries who would 
claim to represent the Church and provide answers to the above questions must 
be in agreement with, and give voice to, the choir of Holy Fathers gone before 
us.

Herein lies the great value of the book which you, O dear and pious reader, 
hold in your hands: it is the most extensive collection of lives of saints and 
of their writings with regard to Catholicism ever published, in any language. 
Herein you will find the very most authoritative answers to the foregoing 
questions. You will find the lives of many saints who suffered at the hands of 
the Latins or Latin-minded in defense of the Orthodox Faith. You will read the 
conclusions, decisions and proclamations of the most authoritative councils, 
decrees of Holy Synods, encyclicals of holy Patriarchs, and liturgical texts 
definitively setting forth the confession of faith of the Church vis-a-vis the 
cacodoxy of Papal Protestantism. Lastly, you will be introduced to the writings 
of our contemporary elders and other distinguished theologians from Greece, 
Russia, and around the world, who followed the saints and stood for Holy 
Orthodoxy against the soul-damaging teachings which the West, tragically, 
came to embrace. 

A few points of clarification are in order regarding 1) historic strategies 
used by Papism and 2) the use of the name “Roman”:

1) Over the past millennium, from the separation of the papacy from 
the communion of the Church until today, a variety of methods have been 
employed to draw Orthodox Christians into submission to the Pope. 

Initially, the Papacy relied on both diplomatic pressure and militaristic 
intimidation to seek Orthodox reunion under papal terms. For example, see 
Part II, Sections A-F.

After the fall of Constantinople and Roman Empire in 1453, the Papacy 
continued diplomatic pressures through the Ottoman Turks, along with 
ambassadors representing Western governments. After the founding of the 
Jesuit order, around the time of the Council of Trent (1545), “missionary” work 
among the Orthodox began in earnest. Deceitful proselytism was very effective 
in devastating Orthodox communities, even to the point of threatening the very 
existence of several of the eastern patriarchates.2 It was a sad, but not uncommon 

2	 Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, Eustratios Argenti: A Study of the Greek Church 
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occurrence for many bishops, and even patriarchs, to submit to Rome secretly, 
or sometimes even publicly.

This was the time of the rise of Uniatism (12th-19th centuries). The strategy 
of Uniatism eventually became one where the Latins let Orthodox dioceses and 
parishes operate entirely unchanged except for recognition and proclamation 
of the Pope as their head. This method worked to diminish Orthodox numbers 
all over the world. Examples of this are found in this book, in Part II, Section H 
and Part VI, Section B, 6.

At the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), Ecumenism became the 
chosen strategy of the Vatican. Ecumenism sought to erase borders through 
popularizing principles which diminish the identifying marks between 
Orthodoxy and heresy; i.e., they developed a new ecclesiology to effectively 
replace the once-universally attested “exclusivist” patristic ecclesiology. See Part 
VI, Section B, 9. This has since morphed into a global perennialist paradigm 
which seeks not only to blur the boundaries between truth and heresy but all 
religions. Fr. Seraphim Rose’s “religion of the future” has become the religion of 
the present.

2) In this book (excluding quotations), we refer to the inhabitants of the 
“Byzantine Empire” as Romans or East Romans. We often deny this name 
to the “Roman Catholics” because, according to Orthodox primary sources 
and apologists they are neither truly “Roman” nor “Catholic”. Old Rome is 
sometimes a term for the city itself. Rather than “Roman,” many Orthodox 
historians (especially Greek) referred to them as “Franks” (since that was the 
barbarian tribe that became dominant in the West after the fall of the Western 
Empire) or “Latin” (referring to their language), or “papal” (being the heart 
of their heresy). In this way, the language of the book aligns with and follows 
the tradition of the Fathers before us who never used a changing or confusing 
terminology.

A brief historic explanation of how these terms became so confused in the 
West would be appropriate here. After the conversion of the Roman Empire 
to the Christian Faith and during the time of the Ecumenical Councils, the 
Roman identity became deeply intertwined with the Orthodox Faith while 
the term “Greek” referred to the pagans. This became firmly understood across 
the world. Charlemagne, in an attempt to bolster legitimacy by discrediting 
authentic Roman authority in Constantinople, called a council in Frankfurt 
in the year A.D. 794. Here, he established a diplomatic policy towards the 
East Romans which identified them with Greeks3 (for accepting the Seventh 

Under Turkish Rule (London: Oxford University Press, 1964), 54.
3	 Han Lamers, Greece Reinvented: Transformations of Byzantine Hellenism in 

Renaissance Italy (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill NV), 2015, 65. This act made use 
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Ecumenical Council) and therefore idolaters.4 Thus, he usurped the name 
Roman when declaring himself a Roman Emperor and (curiously) the historic 
barbarian lands outside the old Western Roman Empire now became the “Holy 
Roman Empire” of the Middle Ages. In the East, the Romans continued to call 
themselves Roman, as did their Muslim neighbors. Political conversation did 
not buy into Charlemagne’s “lie” and continued to call them Franks.5 When the 
Eastern Roman Empire fell to the Ottoman Turks, the Ottomans continued 
to call their conquered people “Romans.” The term “Byzantine” was invented 
roughly one hundred years after the fall of the Empire by the German historian 
Hieronymus Wolf in his Corpus Historiæ Byzantinæ.6 When the modern state 
of Greece emerged in freedom with the overthrow of its Turkish captors, the 
name “Byzantine” became more popular in the West to avoid confusion with 
the term “Greek” (referring to Charlemagne’s lie) in the new socio-political 
creation of the modern Greek state with modern, “European” Greek people. 
This became official policy for Western powers with the London Protocol of 
January 31, 1836.7

We have intentionally kept our editorial comments to a minimum 
throughout. We believe history, a developed dogmatic consciousness on behalf 
of the reader, but most especially our Saints speak for themselves as to how the 
Orthodox Church and each Orthodox Christian ought to relate to Catholicism. 
May these texts guide you and many others into the patristic consensus of the 
Holy Orthodox Church with respect to Catholicism, so that “you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”8

of the historiographical concept of translatio imperii which, obviously was not 
recognized by New Rome (Constantinople). 

4	 Giovanni Domenico Mansi, Sacrorum Conciliorum nova et amplissima collectio,  
Volume 17. 493-496.

5	 Although this desired recognition on the part of the Franks did provide diplomatic 
leverage that the East Romans did sometimes use.

6	 John McLean, “Western Civilization,” Lumen, accessed February 5th, 2024, 
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-herkimer-westerncivilization/chapter/
naming-of-the-byzantine-empire/.

7	 Great Britain. Foreign and Commonwealth Office, “British and Foreign State 
Papers 1836-1837,” The Foreign Office, vol. 25 (London, James Ridgway and Sons, 
Piccadilly), 1853, 729 [In French].

8	 Ephesians 6:13
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A .   M E NA I O N

September 4th: New Hieromartyr GORAZD  
Bishop of SLOVAKIA and the CZECH LANDS9

This Holy New Martyr was born in 1879 in Moravia and named 
Matthew Pavlik. As a Roman Catholic priest, he became interested 
in Slav Christian origins, and the mission of Saints Constantine and 
Methodius in Moravia and he was among the leaders of a movement for 
reform within the Roman Catholic Church. When Czechoslovakia was 
established as a state after the First World War (1919), he was a mem-
ber of a delegation sent to Rome to ask for autonomous status for the 
local Church and for the use of the Czech language to be permitted in 
the Liturgy. The Roman See turned down these proposals, whereupon 
about 800,000 Christians, Fr. Matthew Pavlik and other priests among 
them approached Bishop Dositheus of the Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Serbia, who was very active among Carpatho-Russians formerly united 
to Rome, with the request that he receive them also into the Orthodox 
Church. Following a visit of Bishop Dositheus to Prague in 1920, Father 
Matthew was converted to Orthodoxy, and a year later was consecrated 
Bishop for the Orthodox of Moravia and Silesia by Patriarch Demetrius 

9	 Hieromonk Makarios of Simonos Petra, The Synaxarion: The Lives of the Saints 
of the Orthodox Church, Volume One, September-October, trans. Christopher 
Hookway (Ormylia: Holy Convent of the Annunciation of Our Lady, 1999), 37-
39.
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of Serbia, receiving the name of Gorazd, a holy disciple of Saint Metho-
dius (27 July). Taking these great missionaries as a pattern of pastoral la-
bours, Bishop Gorazd did a great deal to restore Orthodoxy in Czecho-
slovakia, despite the turning back of some of those who had been leaders 
of the reform movement but who found demands of the Orthodox 
Church too “burdensome.” Bishop Gorazd patiently bore criticism, false 
accusations, trials and tribulations of all kinds. He set up several parishes 
in Moravia and Bohemia and made a Czech translation of the Divine 
Services, which was used in the eleven Churches he founded. He pub-
lished a prayer that was for the people, a Book of Needs (Trebnik) for the 
use of priests, a catechism and various devotional works in Czech. He 
enjoyed the confidence and respect of the Patriarch of Serbia and sent a 
large number of young men to prepare for the priesthood there.

During the Second World War, seven members of the Czech resis-
tance who, after the assassination of the representative of the Reich, had 
taken refuge in the crypt of the Orthodox cathedral in Prague, were cap-
tured and executed. The two priests of the cathedral were arrested and 
the Nazi authorities were planning reprisals against the whole Orthodox 
Church. Bishop Gorazd gave himself up to the Nazis to save his priests 
and accepted full responsibility for what had occurred. He was arrested 
on the 25th of June 1942, tortured, and shot on the 4th of September, 
and thus he sealed the foundation of the autonomous Church of Slo-
vakia and Czech Lands with his blood. Despite his voluntary sacrifice, 
the Orthodox Church was subjected to retaliation. The Churches were 
closed, and the priests sent to concentration camps in Germany.

September 5th: Hieromartyr ATHANASIUS,  
Abbot of the Monastery of St. Symeon the Stylite at 

BREST-LITOVSK

St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of Orthodoxy and opponent of 
the Roman Catholic effort to convert the Orthodox, was born in 1596 
which coincided with the year of the false union of Brest-Litovsk ar-
ranged between Rome and some Russian bishops for those Orthodox 
living under Polish rule in Lithuania to come under the ecclesiastical 
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Innocent IV, 66, 169-170
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John VIII, 233, 309, 551, 553, 555, 678, 878
John XXIII, 592, 616, 853
John Paul II, 196-197, 612, 704, 745, 867-868, 871 
Leo I, 312, 563-564
Leo III, 551, 553, 555, 564, 578
Leo IX, 40, 287, 406, 565, 811
Leo XIII, 436, 573-574, 576, 578, 584 
Linus, 359, 446
Martin, 359, 551, 703, 709
Martin IV, 94
Martin V, 80
Nicholas I, 241-243
Paul VI, 168, 197, 655, 658, 729-730, 746, 798, 838, 853, 868
Pelagius, 403, 579
Peter, 359
Pius V, 665
Pius IX, 197, 455, 470, 472-474, 480, 548, 555, 567
Pius XII, 802
Silvester, 311, 359
Sixtus IV, 471-472
Steven, 359
Victor, 561
Virgil, 312
Zacharias, 790, 876

Popović, Justin, of Tjelije. See Justin (Popović) of Tjelije, Saint.
Porphyrios of Kafsokalyvia, Saint, 501, 503-504
Pouring, 322, 349, 367, 399, 813, 951, 
Prayer 

Common prayer, 282, 427, 628-629, 632, 739, 825, 828, 858, 
Joint prayer, 617, 621, 671, 714

Priesthood, 26-27, 29, 80, 98, 105, 124, 134, 148, 252, 306, 309, 390, 405, 
414, 445, 458-459, 460, 503, 513, 518, 552-553, 564, 610, 612, 618, 638, 
641, 647, 660, 677, 681, 691, 706, 724, 805, 823, 825, 858, 862, 867

Proselytism, 27, 31, 50-51, 149-150, 609, 866, 868, 873
Protestantism, 211, 438, 475, 483-484, 486-487, 491-493, 629, 663-665, 707, 

737, 752, 798, 822-823
Purgatory, 96, 293, 345, 483, 611, 621, 679-680, 706, 708, 738, 812, 821, 843, 

850-851  

R

Raphael (Hawaweeney) of Brooklyn, Saint, 433-435, 437, 529
Resolutions, 
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Of the Sobor of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia Made on November 11/October 29, 1959, With Regard to 
Questions Dealing with the Roman Catholic Ecumenical Council 
Being Convened by Pope John XXIII (1959), 592

Of the ROCOR Synod of Bishops Concerning the Decision of the 
Moscow Synod Permitting Roman Catholics to Have Access to All 
Orthodox Sacraments (1970), 594

Romania, 52-54, 67-70, 75-77, 121, 136, 146, 148-149, 158-160, 162, 166, 
170, 384, 390-391, 668, 679, 701-704, 709-710, 712-714, 772, 789, 837, 
861, 874    
Referring to the Roman Empire. See Romanity.

Romanides, Protopresbyter John. See John Romanides, Protopresbyter.
Romanity (Roman Empire), 20-21, 154, 158, 160, 162-163, 170, 285, 305, 

583, 712, 786-790, 853, 877 
Rose, Seraphim, Father. See Seraphim Rose, Father.
Rudder, 266, 397, 888
Russia or Russian, 19, 25-27, 30-32, 37, 43-45, 49-51, 58-59, 62-63, 74, 80-82, 

100-101, 103, 107, 110-116, 119, 124, 132-133, 139-140, 142, 188-196, 
200, 205, 217, 276, 289, 310, 316, 390-391, 411-412, 419-420, 426, 432, 
434-435, 453-454, 457, 463, 468-470, 497-498, 504, 513-514, 527, 587, 
592, 594-597, 650, 653-660, 662, 668, 725, 730-731, 735, 747, 757-758, 
769, 782-784, 800-802, 810 

S

Sack, Occupation, and Recapture of Constantinople, 158
Sacramental Economy, 841, 888-889, 892-895 
Sacraments, 72, 278, 355-357, 370, 405, 413-414, 424, 454, 458-460, 493-

494, 594-597, 610, 622, 631, 677, 682, 685-686, 723, 805-807, 812-814, 
821-822, 849, 862, 867, 879, 881, 884, 886, 890, 894   

Sakharov, Sophrony, of Essex, Saint. See Sophrony (Sakharov) of Essex, Saint.
Sandovich, Maximus. See Maximus Sandovich, New Hieromartyr, Saint. 
Sava (Branković), Metropolitan of Ardeal, Saint, 88, 120
Schism, 34-36, 
Scholasticism, 237, 289, 453, 472, 488, 722, 879
Scripture, Holy, 107, 134, 141-142, 247, 316, 414, 437-438, 446, 452, 556, 

570, 580-581, 586, 588, 614, 820, 823, 850, 857, 889, 949
Bible, 59, 76, 111, 225-226, 292, 751-763, 768, 771-772, 774, 776, 779-

780, 809, 814, 816, 851, 880, 886   
Sebastian (Dabovich), Saint, 456, 458
Second Vatican Council, 489-490, 610, 616, 657, 659, 664, 802, 814, 821-822, 

861, 867-868, 893 
Seraphim (Mentzelopoulos) of Piraeus & Faliro, Metropolitan, 675, 680
Seraphim Rose, Father, 728-729
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Serbia or Serbian, 25, 26, 36-37, 42, 52, 64, 78, 80, 85, 87-89, 101, 117-119, 
121-122, 125, 147, 161, 166, 170, 203, 205-215, 456-458, 461, 463-464, 
468, 482, 498, 500, 649, 660, 668, 678, 782, 837    
New martyrs, 203, 205

Silvester of Antioch, Patriarch, 311, 398, 644-645 
Single Immersion. See Immersion (Baptismal), Single.
Sister Church, 612-613, 618, 630, 677, 743, 827, 861, 864, 867, 871, 890, 896 
Sladić, Theodore, Saint. See Theodore Sladić, Saint.
Sophrony (Sakharov) of Essex, Saint, 504-505, 507
Sophronius, Confessor and New Martyr of Romania, Saint, 52-53 
Sprinkling (Aspersion) Baptism. See Baptism, Sprinkling (Aspersion).
Stefan Nemanja. See Symeon the Myrrh-streaming, Founder of Hilander 

Monastery, Saint.
Symeon, Archbishop of Thessalonica, Saint, 357
Symeon the Myrrh-streaming, Founder of Hilander Monastery, Saint, 117
Synod of Cashel, 157
Sysoev, Daniel, Father. See Daniel Sysoev, Father.

T

Theoctistus (Kantara Monastery), Saint, 137, 
Theodore (Balsamon) of Antioch, Patriarch, 370, 405, 639
Theodore Sladić, Saint, 147
Theodore Zisis, Protopresbyter, 735, 830
Theodosius (Feodosij), Superior of the Lavra Caves Monastery, Saint, 128, 
Theognostius (Kantara Monastery), Saint, 137
Theoleptos of Philadelphia, Saint, 131
Theophan the Recluse, Saint, 419
Theophylact of Bulgaria, Saint, 317, 401
Thessaloniki, 70, 159, 161-162, 174, 735, 821-823, 830-831, 833-834, 837   
Third Ecumenical Council, Canon VII. See Canons, Third Ecumenical 

Council, Canon VII.
Thomas Aquinas, 372, 402, 471
Thomas Morosini, Latin Patriarch of Constantinople, 163, 165
Thyateira Confession, 841, 848-849, 855-859 
Timothy of Alexandria,

Canon IX, 595
Todoran, Atanasie, Saint of Bichigiu. See Atanasie Todoran of Bichigiu, Saint.
Toth, Alexis, of Wilkes-Barre (Pennsylvania). See Alexis Toth of Wilkes-Barre 

(Pennsylvania), Saint.
Transubstantiation, 679, 849-850
Trebizond, 160-162, 272, 921 
Trihypostatic, 919, 924-925, 942, 949, 956-957
Triple immersion. See Immersion (Baptismal), Triple.
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Troitsky, Hilarion, Saint. See Hilarion (Troitsky), Saint.
Trullo, Council of, 891, 
Turk or Turkish, 19, 21, 32-34, 50-51, 76-77, 87-89, 95, 99, 101, 113, 121, 

124-125, 144, 147-148, 158, 161-162, 167, 170, 186, 193, 196, 206, 275, 
353, 357-358, 387-388, 396, 407, 410, 463, 467, 499, 501, 644, 784, 796-
797, 879

U

Uniatism, 20, 30, 51, 67, 77, 114, 121, 196-198, 273, 596, 604-605, 643, 709, 
714, 796, 821, 861, 863-865, 867, 874, 882-883, 895
Uniate, 28, 30, 32-33, 52-55, 58-63, 67, 69, 101, 103, 111-112, 118, 124-

125, 132-133, 147, 195-197, 199, 206, 217-218, 273, 391-393, 455, 
457, 504, 541, 594-597, 604, 608-611, 630, 645, 668, 670, 672, 680, 
697, 704, 711-713, 794-798, 843, 861-862, 883     

Union of Brest-Litovsk. See Brest-Litovsk, Union of.
Union of Uzhhorod. See Uzhhorod, Union of. 
Unleavened bread, 37, 39-40, 69, 82, 84, 96, 106, 128, 137, 157, 169-170, 183, 

270, 288, 290-292, 312, 314-316, 318, 324-327, 329, 331, 333, 338, 344, 
361-365, 367, 373, 406, 436, 483, 493, 577, 580, 621, 637-638, 679, 705, 
708, 812

Ustase/Ustasi, 121-123
Uzhhorod, 

Union of, 118

V

Vasile Dumitru from Mocod, Saint, 68, 70
Vasile Oichi from Telciu, Saint, 68, 70
Vasilopoulos, Kosmas, Abbot of Orthodox Monastery of Archangel Michael. 

See Kosmas (Vasilopoulos), Abbot of Orthodox Monastery of Archangel 
Michael.

Vatatzes, John III Doukas, the Merciful, Saint. See John III Doukas Vatatzes 
the Merciful, Saint, 

Vatican, 20, 87, 196, 204, 206, 208, 210, 214, 461, 486, 489-493, 509, 557, 
560, 586, 593, 595, 604, 608, 610-612, 616-618, 627-631, 656-657, 659, 
662-664, 670, 673, 675, 679-680, 709, 732, 738, 745, 794, 796-798, 802, 
814, 821-822, 852, 861, 867-868, 874-876, 879-884, 890, 893, 

Vekkos, Patriarch John. See John Bekkos (Vekkos), Patriarch.
Velichkovsky, Paisius, Saint. See Paisius (Velichkovsky), Saint.
Velimirovich, Nikolai. See Nikolai (Velimirovich), Bishop of Ochrid & 

Zhicha, Saint.
Venice or Venetian, 85-86, 145, 158-159, 162-163, 358, 388, 403, 641, 797
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Voznesensky, Philaret, Metropolitan. See Philaret (Voznesensky), 
Metropolitan.

W

William the Conqueror, 155, 875
Wolves, 82, 88, 334, 519, 529, 539, 568, 570, 624, 690-691, 711, 715, 795, 818 
World Council of Churches, 593, 614, 657, 671-673, 686, 824, 827-828  

Y

Yugoslavia, 121-122, 205-210, 215, 463, 482, 486, 500, 804-805, 807 

Z

Zervakos, Philotheos, Elder. See Philotheos (Zervakos), Elder. 
Zisis, Theodore, Protopresbyter. See Theodore Zisis, Protopresbyter. 
Zographou Monastery, Twenty-Six Monks and Martyrs of, 22, 34, 520

Miracle of the Feast, 462 
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