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“The things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 

who shall be able to teach others also.”

2 Tim. 2:2.
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To the Holy Royal Family (+1918),
Everlasting remembrance.
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Abbreviations

ANF The Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of  the Writings of  the Fathers 
Down to A.D. 325

CE The Catholic Encyclopedia
Mansi G. D. Mansi, Sacrorum Conciliorum Nova et Amplissima Collectio
MGH Monumenta Germaniae Historica
NPNF Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of  the Christian Church
PG J. P. Migne, Patrologia Graeca
PL J. P. Migne, Patrologia Latina

8

FREE PREVIEW - -  Buy  the  fu l l  t ex t  a t  Uncu tMounta inPre s s . com



S U M M A RY  O F  C O N T E N T S

VOLUME I

Front Matter

Book I:  Innovations

Book II:  The Papacy

VOLUME II

Book III:  Forgeries
Chapter I  Forgeries of  Greatest Historic Consequence
Chapter II Forgeries or Misquotations of  Some Consequence
Chapter III Corruptions Relating to the Immaculate Conception
Chapter IV Miscellaneous Related Issues

Book IV:  Appendices
Appendix I The Ecumenical Authority of  the Apostolic Canons
Appendix II Additional Material Concerning Trine Immersion and Related Topics
Appendix III A Note on Protestantism
Appendix IV A Serious Inconsistency for a Sedevacantist Group
Appendix V Geocentrism and the Papal Condemnation of  the Heliocentric Model
Appendix VI Lists of  Latin Errors from Important Documents
Appendix VII Orthodox Missionary Activity

Book V:  Recommended Reading List

Bibliography

9

FREE PREVIEW - -  Buy  the  fu l l  t ex t  a t  Uncu tMounta inPre s s . com



D E TA I L E D  C O N T E N T S

VOLUME II

Book III:  Forgeries 27

The greatest controversies between East and West saw the rise or use of  false documents in each 
case;  Most false documents were formally abandoned by the end of  the eighteenth century 
(although they were still occasionally negligently used by Roman Catholic authors or carelessly 
copied from earlier books).

Chapter I  Forgeries of  Greatest Historic Consequence 32

Section I  Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals  32

The false decretals have promoted the papal power;  Arthur Cleveland Coxe;  Louis Saltet 
(Catholic Encyclopedia);  Admitted by all as forgeries;  Henry Hart Milman;  Auguste Marie 
Félix Boudinhon (Catholic Encyclopedia);  Pope Nicholas I;  Attempt to exculpate Rome;  
Roman Council under Pope Gregory VII;  Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia;  Pope Leo IX’s 
canonical collection heavily relies on Pseudo-Isidore;  Excerptions of  Egbert;  Official edition 
of  the Corpus Juris in 1582 upheld the genuineness of  the false decretals;  Giorgio Bartoli;  
Magdeburg Centuriators first to expose their falsity;  Turrianus defends the false decretals;  
Bonaventura Malvasia;  Eduard Dumond;  Aguirre;  Zeger Bernhard van Espen;  Yves 
Congar;  Christianus Lupus;  Inconsistency of  Roman scholarship;  Third Epistle of  
Anacletus;  Third Epistle of  Pope Felix I;  George Salmon;  Paul Bottalla;  William Edward 
Scudamore;  Johannes Gratian;  Melchior Canus;  Robert Bellarmine;  Franz Xaver 
von Funk;  Hefele;  Thomas Harding;  Sergius Bulgakov on forgeries used to convince 
Orthodox at the Council of  Florence;  John of  Ragusa;  Basilios Bessarion;  Manasses I 
of  Rheims;  Gratry;  Liguori;  George Gordon Coulton;  Latin pontificals;  Spurious letter 
of  St. Athanasius;  Pseudo-Isidorian quote from St. Clement of  Rome;  Dublin Review cites 
false passages;  Interpolations to Chalcedon’s Acts;  Forgeries still used;  Further reading.
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Section II  Donation of  Constantine  62

The Donation of  Constantine a forged document to promote the papacy;  Text of  the 
Donation;  Christopher B. Coleman;  Catholic Encyclopedia;  Baronius;  Lorenzo Valla;  
Agostinus Steuchus;  Pope Leo IX cites the Donation in his letter to Michael Cerularius;  
Jean-Edmé-Auguste Gosselin;  Cardinal Deusdedit;  Frank Zinkeisen;  Döllinger;  Leo IX 
to Cerularius;  John of  Salisbury;  Otto of  Freising;  Liutprand;  Other Latins;  Gabriel de 
Mussis;  Gratian;  Gilbert Génebrard;  Johannes Vergenhans;  Cencius Savelli;  Bernard 
of  Clairvaux;  John Huss;  Pactum Hludowicianum;  Henry Charles Lea;  Official edition 
of  the Corpus Juris in 1582 defended the Donation of  Constantine;  Roman frescoes and 
artworks depicting the Donation;  John of  Torquemada;  Whether the Donation was a Greek 
fabrication;  Donation composed in Rome by a Roman ecclesiastic;  Encyclopedia of  Medieval 
Italy;  Summary of  popes who used the Donation;  Dante Alighieri;  Further reading.

Section III  Forged Greek Catena (Nicholas of  Cotrone’s Libellus) and Aquinas  77

Subsection I  Introduction  77
The Roman Catholic bishop Nicholas of  Cotrone was likely the originator of  
this forged Greek collection of  patristic and conciliar records;  This forged Greek 
catena was first popularly used by Thomas Aquinas and became the “quote mine” 
for many later Latins arguing against the Orthodox for almost 500 years;  Many 
spurious Cyrillian passages in favor of  Rome;  Döllinger;  John Rainolds among the 
first to show that Cyril’s works were interpolated;  Dupin;  H. I. D. Ryder;  Otto 
Bardenhewer;  Pedro d’Alva y Astorga;  Possevine;  Table of  inauthentic patristic and 
conciliar quotes used by Aquinas against the Greeks;  72% inauthentic (152 of  211 
quotes).

Subsection II  Commentary on Aquinas’ Arguments  83
Chapter-by-chapter commentary;  On the papal power;  On Purgatory;  Spurious 
passages of  Cyril extensively cited across Aquinas’ works;  John Henry Newman;  
Aquinas apparently sincere but deceived.

Subsection III  Latins Who Cited These Forgeries  94
Error spread from Aquinas;  A list of  many Latins who cited these forgeries.

Subsection IV  A Misattributed Quote From Pope Gregory I on Leavened Bread  102
Aquinas cites this false Gregorian quote in multiple works;  John Mason Neale;  
Pseudo-Gennadius Scholiarus;  Several other authors who use this quote.

Subsection V  Other Citations of  Forgeries in the Summa Theologica  105
Aquinas cites the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals of  Popes Anacletus, Fabian, and Soter 
on frequent communion;  Aquinas cites the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals of  Popes 
Melchiades, Urban I, and Eusebius on Confirmation;  Aquinas’ principal works use 
faulty translations of  Aristotle and the Vulgate Bible.

Section IV  Symmachian Forgeries  106

Five falsified documents, among others, to promote the idea that “the See of  Rome can be 
judged by no one”;  Hefele;  Binius;  Johann Peter Kirsch (Catholic Encyclopedia);  Jasper and 
Fuhrmann;  Uta-Renate Blumenthal;  James M. Moynihan;  Roman Breviary.
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Chapter II  Forgeries or Misquotations of  Some Consequence 111

Section I  Pseudo-Clementine Literature  111

More spurious literature in support of  Petrine claims;  1895 Encyclical;  Frederick William 
Puller;  Heretical writings;  Pope Nicholas I quotes spurious Clementine letter;  Ebionite 
tendency to depreciate role of  St. Paul and increase that of  St. Peter in Rome;  St. Irenaeus 
provides the authentic tradition.

Section II  Misquotations of  Nicaea and Sardica  113

Subsection I  Errors in Bruno’s Catholic Belief  113
Corruption of  the early councils to aggrandize Rome;  Joseph Faà di Bruno’s Catholic 
Belief;  Council of  Sardica to Pope Julius;  Percival;  Hefele;  Fifth edition of  Catholic 
Belief;  Denny on the interpolated versions of  Nicaea Canon 6;  Percival on the 
reading of  the authentic Nicene canon in the Acts of  Chalcedon;  William Bright;  
Church Quarterly Review;  Pope Sixtus I;  Bruno omits the name of  Honorius;  Cyprian 
misquoted in favor of  the Immaculate Conception;  Tayler;  Bruno’s Catholic Belief  
received approbations from the papal legate to the USA, seven archbishops, seventeen 
bishops, and numerous other Latin authorities, and was reprinted over 550,000 times, 
yet it still contains references to the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals.

Subsection II  Related Misquotations  123
Sardican Epistle to Pope Julius;  Kirk and Berington;  Cardinal Wiseman;  Paul 
Bottalla;  Robert Knox Sconce;  James Kent Stone;  Colin Lindsay;  Adrian Fortescue;  
Text of  the Sardican canons;  Edward Bouverie Pusey;  Tillemont;  Letter of  the 
Nicene Fathers to Pope Sylvester.

Subsection III  Misquotation of  the Sardican Canons as Nicene  128
Innocent I, Zosimus, Boniface I, Celestine I, Leo I, Felix III, Gelasius I, and Western 
Roman Emperor Valentinian III and his mother Galla Placidia cited or referred to the 
Sardican canons as Nicene;  The Churches of  Africa, Constantinople, and Alexandria, 
at least, did not consider the Sardican canons as an appendix to the Nicene.

Section III  Peter Damian’s Misquotation of  the Fathers in Favor of  the Filioque  129

Peter Damian misquotes the fathers on the procession of  the Spirit, citing them in a letter 
to a certain Ambrose and in another letter to the patriarch of  Constantinople;  Jerome;  
Nicene Creed;  Athanasius;  Ambrose;  Augustine;  ten out of  twenty-two patristic 
authorities on the procession misquoted.

Section IV  Inauthentic Patristic Quotations in John de Fontibus  132

A letter of  John de Fontibus against the Greeks has five incorrect patristic citations out of  
a total of  eight.

Section V  Inauthentic Quotations in the Trent Catechism  133

There are multiple forgeries cited or referenced in the Trent Catechism.

Subsection I  Citations of  Pseudo-Isidore  134
Eleven citations of  the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals of  Popes Clement I, Anacletus, 
Eusebius, Urban I, Fabian, and Melchiades.
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Subsection II  Citations of  Augustine and Cyril  136
Spurious work cited as Augustine’s, but rather of  the eleventh century;  Cyril at 
Ephesus.

Subsection III  A False Quotation and Mistranslation of  St. Ambrose  141
Many editions of  the Trent Catechism misquote Ambrose on the papacy, making him 
say that the Church is not content with one head, Christ, and also requires a head in 
Peter and his successors;  Theodore Alois Buckley;  John Breckinridge;  Correction 
of  this error;  Imprecise Ambrosian quote in 1923 English edition;  Anna H. Dorsey;  
W. E. Youngman;  Edward J. Manginnis;  James Harvey Robinson and Charles Austin 
Beard;  Many editions of  the Catechism quoted the misattributed Ambrosian passage;  
Many English editions retain the imprecisely translated Ambrosian quote.

Subsection IV  Latin Recommendations of  the Trent Catechism  145
Recommendations of  the Catechism by popes;  Catholic Encyclopedia;  Pope Leo XIII;  
Pope Pius X;  Decree of  the Council of  Trent.

Section VI  An Interpolation Pertaining to Purgatory in Erasmus’ Edition of  Augustine  147

Ten or twelve lines promoting purgatory were interpolated in Erasmus’ edition of  
Augustine’s City of  God;  This interpolation quoted by Bellarmine;  Later editions soon 
corrected this error.

Section VII  Three Spurious Epistles from the Fourteenth Century Concerning Purgatory  148

Forgery used as evidence for patristic witness to Purgatory;  Elizabeth Cropper;  Charles 
Elliott;  James Ussher.

Section VIII  The Arabic Canons of  Nicaea  150

Hefele on the Arabic Canons;  Text of  the canons;  Peter le Page Renouf;  Columbanus;  
Natalis Alexander;  Echellensis;  Thomas Stanislaus Dolan;  Joanne Paulo Lancelotto;  
Stillingfleet;  Alphonso Maria de Liguori;  J. C. Poussin and J. C. Ganier;  Aloysium 
Vincenzi;  Francisco Suarez;  Johann Friedrich Ludwig Rothensee;  Edmund Smith 
Middleton;  Stephen K. Ray.

Section IX  “Roma locuta est; causa finita est”  159

A misquotation and misrepresentation of  Augustine’s words;  James Kent Stone;  John 
Evangelist Zollner;  Weininger;  Victor Augustin Isidore Dechamps;  John Francis Maguire 
and James L. Patterson;  Hergenröther;  W. Devivier;  John Miley;  The Roman Catholic 
editor of  The Southern Cross;  Oliver Rodie Vassall-Phillips;  Henry Edward Manning;  
William Bright.

Section X  Church Progress Misquotes Ignatius of  Antioch  162

A false quote of  Ignatius bishop of  Antioch, adduced by the Roman Catholic weekly Church 
Progress, in public debate with the Protestant American Baptist paper, before a readership of  
forty thousand.

Section XI  Forgeries and Novelties in Connection with the Rosary and the False Papal 
Claim That It Originated with St. Dominic  164
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Popes have falsely claimed that St. Dominic instituted the Rosary, but this is not historically 
tenable;  The Memoirs of  Luminosi de Aposa are a forgery;  The will of  Anthony Sers is 
a forgery.

Section XII  A Spurious Letter of  St. Ignatius to a Mary at Neapolis  169

This spurious letter depicts a very early focus on the papal succession and giving the title 
“pope” to the bishop of  Rome;  Bellarmine;  Francis de Sales;  Turrianus;  Joannes Paulus 
Donatus;  Gregory Kolb.

Section XIII  Pope Vigilius’ Epistle to Bishop Profuturus of  Braga  170

An interpolation of  a paragraph to the end of  this epistle promoting the papal privileges.

Section XIV  The First Edition of  St. Nicholas of  Constantinople’s Letters  171

Baronius’ printed text of  Nicholas of  Constantinople’s letters contains pro-papal content 
that is not found in the manuscripts.

Section XV  Literary Interpolation in the Wigton Controversy  173

The Roman Catholic priest Edmund Joseph Kelly interpolated texts in his correspondence 
with an Anglican clergyman.

Section XVI  A Misquotation of  St. Stephen the Younger  175

Sidney Herbert Scott mistranslates and misrepresents St. Stephen’s words to promote the 
papacy;  B. M. Billon;  Aidan Nichols;  Weninger;  Dvornik;  Butler and Collorafi;  Text 
compared;  The importance of  patriarchal agreement, not the pope alone.

Section XVII  Allies’ Misquotation of  the Seventh Ecumenical Council  179

Thomas William Allies (in two of  his books) misrepresents and misquotes the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council on the importance of  patriarchal agreement.

Section XVIII  Three Unreliable Letters Attributed to Pope Leo  180

Grillmeier on the inaccurate quotation of  Chalcedon’s Acts in a letter of  Leo to the bishops 
of  Gaul;  Disputed letter to Theodoret;  An inauthentic letter Quali pertinacia.

Section XIX Spurious Works of  Popes Leo I and Gelasius I  183

Fifteen letters of  Pope Leo thought spurious and nine suspect, as well as two corruptions 
and interpolations;  Out of  forty-nine letters, decretals, and tracts attributed to Pope 
Gelasius, nine are thought inauthentic, besides the inauthentic “garbled and shortened 
form” of  the letter to the bishops of  Dardania, and other issues;  Dvornik quotes from an 
inauthentic tract of  Gelasius;  Ziegler admits that Gelasius “failed utterly” to make the 
emperor listen to him and end the Acacian schism, and that Gelasius’ harshness is most 
pronounced in his inauthentic letters.

Section XX  A Doubtful Correspondence Between Emperors Honorius and Theodosius II  185

Latin ecclesiastics appear to have forged an imperial rescript to gain Roman control of  
Illyricum.
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Section XXI  Forgeries of  Adémar de Chabannes  186

Adémar created multiple literary forgeries, including those supporting the filioque and papacy.

Section XXII  Corruption of  Some Latin Documents with the Filioque  188

Latins have corrupted the textual evidence in the filioque controversy;  Pope Damasus;  
Gennadius of  Massalia;  Gregory the Great;  589 Council of  Toledo;  Leo I;  Basil;  
Hormisdas;  Bangor Antiphonary;  Stowe Missal;  False accusation at Florence of  
interpolating John of  Damascus;  Apocryphal letter of  Liberius to Athanasius used at 
Florence.

Section XXIII  Hefele’s Mistranslation of  Pope Julius I  192

Hefele, in his History of  Councils, in an attempt to show the papal power over councils, 
mistranslates and misinterprets Pope Julius I.

Section XXIV  The English Translation of  Alzog’s Church History  193

The English translation of  Alzog’s important work on Church history contains numerous 
pro-papal mistranslations that do not align with the German original.

Section XXV  An Incorrect Quote of  Bishop Strossmayer on Vatican I  193

Strossmayer was falsely quoted as saying that he had freedom of  discussion at the First 
Vatican Council.

Section XXVI  The Broken Promise of  a Papal Legate and the Tampering of  
Conciliar Acts  194

Archbishop Kenrick complained that his exception at the Council of  Baltimore was 
removed from the printed Acts of  that council, though a papal delegate had agreed it 
would be printed.

Section XXVII  The Testament of  Patriarch Joseph at the Council of  Florence  195

Joseph II of  Constantinople is said to have accepted the Latin claims before he died at 
Florence;  Van der Essen (Catholic Encyclopedia);  Thomas Stanislaus Dolan;  Clearly a 
forgery: the letter is dated one day after his death, is scarcely mentioned by contemporary 
sources, contradicts the patriarch’s own views several days before, and the document is 
very Latinized (apparently written by someone whose first language was Latin, not Greek).

Section XXVIII  Three Spurious Works Attributed to St. Augustine on Penance and 
Confession  196

Although these spurious works do not appear to have had any direct bearing on the 
Orthodox-Latin controversy, they seem to have impacted the development of  the Latin 
view of  the sacrament of  penance and still show the considerable spread of  inauthentic 
documents among the Latins in the time after the Great Schism.

Section XXIX  The Fable of  the Conference of  Bourg-Fontaine  198

A Jesuit calumny against some Jansenists as conspiring to overthrow Christianity and 
replace it with Deism.
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Section XXX  Nag’s Head Fable  200

A Roman Catholic slander against Anglican ordinations, claiming that an uncanonical 
and indecent Anglican consecration took place in a tavern;  Sydney Fenn Smith (Catholic 
Encyclopedia);  Christopher Holywood;  Further reading.

Section XXXI  Some Misleading French Translations of  the New Testament  203

Some French translations contain notable inaccuracies and corruptions of  the correct text;  
Copies of  these editions distributed among Protestants;  1 Cor. 3:15, “he himself  shall be 
saved, yet so as by the fire of  purgatory”;  1 Tim. 4:1, “In the latter times some shall depart 
from the Roman Faith”;  Further reading.

Section XXXII  Forgeries Under Pope Calixtus II  206

There are several forgeries by or under Guy of  Vienne, who was Pope Calixtus II.

Section XXXIII  Forgeries of  Peter the Deacon  206

The Italian librarian Peter the Deacon of  Monte Cassino, born at Rome, “may be one of  
the most prolific and brazen forgers in history.”

Section XXXIV  The Canterbury Forgeries  207

Several documents forged to assert the primacy of  the see of  Canterbury over that of  York 
in England.

Section XXXV  The Le Mans Forgeries  207

These forgeries consisted of  episcopal biographies, saints’ lives, charters, and poems.

Section XXXVI  Glastonbury Abbey a “factory of  fraud”  208

“Glastonbury became notorious for faking documents in the Middle Ages, a ‘factory of  
fraud’ as Ferdinand Lot described it.”

Section XXXVII  Pseudo-Turpin Chronicle  208

This tells the false legend of  Charlemagne’s alleged conquest of  Spain.

Section XXXVIII  Forgeries and Misquotations on the Galileo Affair  208

The Roman clergyman Onorato Gaetani forged a letter of  Galileo to make the Latins look 
better in their handling of  this controversy.

Section XXXIX  An Overview of  Erroneous Conciliar Records  210

Summarizing issues with the Latin treatment of  records and facts pertaining to Church 
councils.
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Chapter III  Corruptions Relating to the Immaculate Conception 216

The following chapters review corruptions and issues with evidence regarding the 
Immaculate Conception.

Section I  The False Chronicles of  Román de la Higuera  216

The Jesuit Jerónimo Román de la Higuera forged a number of  influential chronicles 
regarding Spanish history;  Katrina B. Olds;  Many Latins accepted them and defended 
their authenticity;  This forgery notably promoted the Immaculate Conception;  Antony 
of  Trejo;  Further reading.

Section II  The Leaden Tablets of  Sacromonte  219

Twenty-two lead tablets were allegedly discovered with remarkable information on Spanish 
Christian history;  Leonard Patrick Harvey;  Preuss;  Further reading.

Section III  Falsifications in Leonardo Nogaroli  220

Nogaroli invents passages from the Church Fathers;  Natalis Alexander.

Section IV  Some Misquotations of  Liguori  222

Liguori makes many misquotations throughout his writings;  Eight examples.

Section V  Corruption of  a Sermon of  Eusebius of  Gaul  223

Eusebius’ sermon was textually corrupted in two locations.

Section VI  Erroneous Allegations of  the Spuriousness of  a Letter of  Bernard of  Clairvaux  223

Some Latins have erroneously accused an authentic epistle of  Bernard of  being spurious 
because it argues against the Immaculate Conception;  False visions of  Bernard’s retraction.

Section VII  Two Interpolations in Hervé de Bourg-Dieu  225

Interpolation exempting the Virgin Mary from original sin.

Section VIII  An Interpolation in Peter Lombard  222

An interpolation minimizing the force of  his passage implying original sin in Mary.

Section IX  An Omission of  Some Words of  Raymond de Penyafort  226

Penyafort’s words against celebrating the Immaculate Conception were cut out from the 
printed text.

Section X  A Forgery of  a Revelation Supporting the Feast of  the Conception  227

A false story that a Latin abbot received a revelation during a shipwreck supporting the 
celebration of  Mary’s conception;  William Durand;  Falsely professes to be written by Anselm.

Section XI  An Omission of  a Passage of  Bartholomew of  San Concordio  228

His passage denying the Immaculate Conception was omitted in an old manuscript.
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Section XII  A Misattributed Sermon of  Bonaventure and an Admission of  Frequent 
Latin Interpolations  229

A sermon erroneously attributed to Bonaventure that upholds the Immaculate Conception;  
Bonaventure’s editor admits that interpolation by modern Latins “frequently occurs in 
many books.”

Section XIII  Alteration of  Manuscripts of  Joannes Ægidius of  Zamora  230

Some manuscripts of  Ægidius have been altered to support the Immaculate Conception.

Section XIV  An Omission of  a Passage in Alvarus  231

A passage of  Alvarus’ eyewitness testimony that the Roman Church does not celebrate the 
feast of  the Conception of  Mary has been omitted in about three manuscripts.

Section XV  A Minor Interpolation in Odo of  Châteauroux  231

Interpolation of  the words “in her conception.”

Section XVI  An Omission of  the Words “Original Sin” in Conrad of  Saxony  232

The words “original sin,” as applied to the Virgin Mary, have been omitted in a manuscript 
of  Conrad of  Saxony.

Section XVII  An Attempt to Deny the Existence of  John de Varsiaco and the Quodlibeta 
of  Nicolas Treveth  232

John de Varsiaco did not hold the Immaculate Conception, and De Alva attempted to 
deny his existence, but he was indeed a real author;  De Alva also doubted the existence of  
Nicholas Treveth’s Quodlibeta, but Quétif  also shows their existence.

Section XVIII  Corruptions of  Works of  Nicolas de Lyra  233

Lyra’s works were corrupted to express the later state of  opinion on the Immaculate Conception.

Section XIX  Revelations of  Catherine and Bridget  234

Alleged revelations by Latin saints both for and against the Immaculate Conception.

Section XX  Petavius’ Comments on the Lack of  Diligence of  Latin Writings on the 
Question  235

Petavius admits that pro-Immaculate Conception writings “do not employ faithfulness and 
discrimination in citing authors.”

Section XXI  Miscellaneous Errors of  Perrone  235

Poor translations and misattribution of  writings by Perrone, a chief  defender of  the 
Immaculate Conception.

Section XXII  A Mistranslation of  Isidore of  Kiev by Ballerini  236

Ballerini’s Latin translation of  Isidore’s words “gives the passage exactly the opposite to 
its real meaning.”
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Section XXIII  An Interpolation in Robert de Holcot  236

Some manuscripts and printed editions of  Holcot’s work contain an interpolation of  
sixteen lines promoting the Immaculate Conception.
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O p e n i n g

“To manipulate ancient writings, to edit history in one’s own favour, did not 
appear criminal if  the end in view were otherwise just and good.”

—William Francis Barry (1849–1930), an English Roman Catholic 
priest and professor, writing on the Latin Middle Ages1

“The Bishops of  Rome have ever been distinguished for scrupulous attention 
to the genuineness of  their documents.  From the earliest ages, the fact of  a text 
proceeding ex scriniis Ecclesiam Romanum, was the best witness to its accuracy.”
—James Francis Loughlin (1851–1911), an American Roman Catholic 

professor and priest (although this claim will be challenged here)2

“History was always the weak point of  the Jesuits, and consequently of  the 
Papists.  . . .  History is the conscience of  mankind, and Rome by falsifying 

it has sealed her own doom.”
—Orthodox scholar Julian Joseph Overbeck (1820–1905)3

This book will review not only direct forgeries but a wide variety of  misrepresentations 
of  Church Fathers and ecclesiastical records and sources by Latins, including 
incorrect quotations, poor translations, misrepresentations, misattributions, 
corruptions, interpolations, possible inauthenticities, and similar related errors, 

1 Barry, The Papal Monarchy, 133.  Barry elsewhere mentions the “manipulation of  ancient 
deeds which the legal conscience of  those times indulged in and thought no crime” (92–94).  
This work was censored by Barry’s superiors.

2 James F. Loughlin, “The Sixth Nicene Canon and the Papacy,” American Catholic Quarterly 
Review 5, no. 1 (1880): 235.

3 Overbeck, A Plain View, 64.
29
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whether committed through fraud, negligence, or ignorance (with various degrees 
of  culpability), as well as some issues with the integrity of  several Latin ecclesiastics.

It is significant that the periods of  the greatest controversies between the Latins 
and the Orthodox Church correlate to times when false documents entered the field 
or were used to support Roman Catholic claims.  For example, shortly before the 
pontificate of  Pope Nicholas I (858–867), who had a famous controversy with St. 
Photius, the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals were forged and entering wide circulation, 
although Nicholas’ reception and use of  them, and their impact, is much debated.  
Pope Leo IX (1049–1054), whose controversy with the Blessed Michael Cerularius 
led to the 1054 excommunications, was the first pope to officially use the Donation 
of  Constantine, and an Italian canonical collection made under Leo IX was mostly 
composed from the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals.  The most important forgery in 
the Roman Catholic vs. Orthodox controversy is the Greek catena first extensively 
used by Thomas Aquinas (considered the greatest Roman Catholic theologian) 
in his Contra Errores Graecorum (Against the Errors of  the Greeks, written in 1263/1264, 
only a few years after the Latin occupation of  Constantinople ended in 1261), 
which became extremely widespread and the standard “quote mine” for very many 
Roman Catholic books against the Orthodox for about five hundred years.  At the 
Latin Council of  Florence (1431–1449) and afterwards, inauthentic texts were also 
used in support of  the Roman Catholic side.

Although most of  these false documents and errors had been exposed 
between the Renaissance and the eighteenth century, and no longer recognized 
as authentic by Roman Catholic scholars and officials, these forgeries had a 
significant impact on the growth of  the papal power during the Middle Ages and 
were considered authentic for many hundreds of  years.  After they were formally 
rejected as inauthentic, the old forgeries have still been occasionally negligently 
used by Roman Catholic authors or carelessly copied from earlier books.  Even in 
present times, forgeries, spurious works, interpolated documents, and writings of  
questionable authenticity have been cited in defense of  the papacy and Roman 
Catholic doctrines, besides other misquotations and misrepresentations.

The most important forgeries bearing on the Roman Catholic vs. Orthodox 
controversy are the Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals, the Donation of  Constantine, the forged 
Greek catena used in Aquinas’ Against the Errors of  the Greeks, and the Symmachian 
Forgeries.  There are other important corruptions and errors discussed in this 
work, and various other issues of  minor and miscellaneous importance are also 
listed here.  Many items do not bear on the controversy with the Orthodox, but still 
seem to show Roman Catholic historical misdealings or issues with the reliability 
of  Latin records.

This book will be categorized into the following parts: Forgeries of  Greatest Historic 
Consequence, Forgeries or Misquotations of  Some Consequence, Corruptions Relating 
to the Immaculate Conception, and Miscellaneous Related Issues.
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Prince Roman of  Halych-Volhynia receiving the ambassadors of  Pope Innocent III, by Nikolai Vasilievich 
Nevrev (1875).  Context: “The Pope [Innocent III] sent his envoys to Roman in 1204, urging him 
to accept Roman Catholicism and promising to place him under the protection of  St. Peter’s sword.  
Roman’s answer, as recorded in the chronicles, was characteristic enough: pointing to his own 
sword he asked the envoys, ‘Is the Pope’s sword similar to mine?  So long as I carry mine, I need 
no other.’”  (George Vernadsky, Kievan Russia [New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1972], 230.)
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H I S T O R I C  C O N S E Q U E N C E

Section I
Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals

“The ‘Decretum’ of  Gratian quotes three hundred and twenty-four times the 
epistles of  the popes of  the first four centuries; and of  these three hundred 
and twenty-four quotations, three hundred and thirteen are from the letters 

which are now universally known to be spurious.”
—George Salmon4

“The Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals were the most extensive, most important, 
and most impudent fraud ever perpetrated in history.”

—Julian Joseph Overbeck5

The False Isidorian Decretals refers to a collection of  forged papal letters and other 
apocryphal documents created around the year 850.  Saint Isidore, who was the 
bishop of  Seville in Spain from 600 to 636, was alleged to be the compiler of  
the collection.  These forged documents claimed to be from the early ages of  the 
Church but incorporated anachronistic ideas of  papal power and other matters.  

4 Salmon, The Infallibility of  the Church, 453–54.
5 Overbeck, A Plain View, 45.
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This forgery greatly promoted the papacy and had nearly undisputed authority for 
about seven hundred years, from the ninth century to the sixteenth century.

The Episcopal bishop Arthur Cleveland Coxe (1818–1896) wrote:

These frauds, which, pretending to be a series of  “papal edicts” from 
Clement and his successors during the ante-Nicene ages, are, in fact, 
the manufactured product of  the ninth century,—the most stupendous 
imposture of  the world’s history, the most successful and the most stubborn 
in its hold upon enlightened nations.6

The Catholic Encyclopedia has a learned article on this topic by the French 
Benedictine priest and professor Louis Saltet (1870–1952):

Nowadays every one agrees that these so-called papal letters are forgeries.  
. . .  His [the forger’s] chief  concern was to defend the bishops; and if  the 
papacy profited by what he did, it can be shown that it was a necessary 
consequence of  the pope’s being made the champion of  the bishop.  And 
even though it must be admitted that the popes benefited by the 
forgeries, their good faith is beyond question.7

However, the ready acceptance by the popes of  these forgeries casts doubt upon 
the statement that their “good faith is beyond question,” and the Anglican priest 
and historian Henry Hart Milman (1791–1868), discussing the False Decretals in 
his magnum opus, History of  Latin Christianity, has remarked:

This immediate, if  somewhat cautious, adoption of  the fiction, 
unquestionably not the forgery, by Pope Nicolas, appears to me less capable 
of  charitable palliation than the original invention.  It was, in truth, a 
strong temptation.  But in Rome, where such documents had never been 
heard of, it is difficult to imagine by what arguments a man, not unlearned, 
could convince himself, or believe that he could convince himself, of  their 
authenticity.  Here was a long, continuous, unbroken series of  letters, an 
accumulated mass of  decrees of  councils, of  which the archives of  Rome 
could show no vestige, of  which the traditions of  Rome were altogether 
silent: yet is there no holy indignation at fraud, no lofty reproof  of  those who 
dared to seat themselves in the pontifical chair and speak in the names of  
Pope after Pope.  There is a deliberate, artful vindication of  their authority.  
Reasons are alleged from which it is impossible to suppose that Nicolas 
himself  believed their validity, on account of  their acknowledged absence 
from the Roman archives.  Nor did the successors of  Nicolas betray any 

6 ANF 8:601.  See the whole of  the introductory notice to the Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals in 
the Ante-Nicene Fathers series (ANF 8:601–07).

7 Louis Saltet, “False Decretals,” in CE 5:773 and 778.
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greater scruple in strengthening themselves by this welcome, and therefore 
only, unsuspicious aid.  It is impossible to deny that, at least by citing without 
reserve or hesitation, the Roman pontiffs gave their deliberate sanction to 
this great historic fraud.8

Saltet’s article in the Catholic Encyclopedia states:

The Collection of  Isidore falls under three headings: (1) A list of  sixty 
apocryphal letters or decrees attributed to the popes from St. Clement (88–
97) to Melchiades (311–314) inclusive.  Of  these sixty letters fifty-eight are
forgeries; they begin with a letter from Aurelius of  Carthage requesting Pope 
Damasus (366–384) to send him the letters of  his predecessors in the chair
of  the Apostles; and this is followed by a reply in which Damasus assures
Aurelius that the desired letters were being sent.  This correspondence
was meant to give an air of  truth to the false decretals, and was the work
of  Isidore.  (2) A treatise on the Primitive Church and on the Council of
Nicæa, written by Isidore, and followed by the authentic canons of  fifty-
four councils.  It should be remarked, however, that among the canons
of  the second Council of  Seville (page 438) canon vii is an interpolation
aimed against chorepiscopi.  (3) The letters mainly of  thirty-three popes, from
Silvester (314–335) to Gregory II (715–731).  Of  these about thirty letters
are forgeries, while all the others are authentic.  . . .

The Isidorian collection was published between 847 and 852.  On the one 
hand it must have been published before 852, because Hincmar quotes 
the false decretal of  Stephen I (p. 183) among the statutes of  a council 
(Migne, P.L., CXXV, 775), and on the other hand it cannot have been 
published before 847, because it makes use of  the false capitularies of  
Benedict Levitas, which were not concluded until after 21 April, 847.  As to 
the place where the Decretals were forged, critics are all agreed that it was 
somewhere in France.  . . .

Isidore’s forgeries were known among the Franks as early as 852.  In 
Germany we hear of  them a little later.  We find traces of  them in the 
Acts of  the councils of  Germany dating from that of  Worms in 868, but 
in Spain we find no reference to them, and they seem to have been hardly 
known there.  They found their way into England towards the close of  the 
eleventh century, probably through Lanfranc, Archbishop of  Canterbury.  
Their reception in Italy is of  greater importance.  It occurred probably 
during the pontificate of  Nicholas I (858–867).  It seems certain that he 

8 Henry Hart Milman, History of  Latin Christianity, 3rd ed., vol. 3 (London: John Murray, 1872), 
198–99.
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