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“The things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 

who shall be able to teach others also.”

2 Tim. 2:2.
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To the Holy Royal Family (+1918),
Everlasting remembrance.
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F O R E W O R D

This work is divided into five books, viz., Innovations, Papacy, Forgeries, Appendices, 
and a Recommended Reading List.  The sections where the author has focused most 
especially are on trine immersion, the Council of  Trullo, and the condemnation of  
Pope Honorius.

The author has compiled the most comprehensive collection of  quotes on trine 
immersion in the first six centuries of  the Christian Era, followed by an appendix 
that continues the survey down through the Middle Ages.  The early Church 
baptized by trine immersion, but Roman Catholics do not, and this is an important 
deviation from the right use of  this sacrament.

This work contains the most extensive survey of  the ecumenicity of  the 
Council of  Trullo in the English language.  This follows an excursus on Canon 28 
of  Chalcedon.  The Trullan council is extremely significant, because many of  
its canons vindicate the beliefs of  the Orthodox Church, especially Canon 36 of  
Trullo, which is a full and satisfactory proof  against the supremacy of  the bishop of  
Rome.  The Church has declared that this council must be considered ecumenical, 
as the Seventh Ecumenical Council, Pope Hadrian I, and Pope Gregory II, with 
numerous others, have said that Trullo was a holy and ecumenical council, yet 
second-millennium Roman Catholics have spoken with revulsion of  this holy 
council.  Pope Leo XIII told a serious error in his encyclical Satis Cognitum when 
he said that Canon 28 of  Chalcedon “is admitted by all to be worthless,” because 
Canon 36 of  Trullo fully confirms that of  Chalcedon.

The excursus on the condemnation of  Pope Honorius contains a thorough 
collection of  original documents and opinions on the matter, found nowhere else 
in one place.  The heresy of  Pope Honorius demonstrates that the bishop of  Rome 
cannot be perfectly relied upon to hold or teach the true faith.  Moreover, many 
second-millennium Roman Catholics have denied that Honorius was a heretic, 
or even the fact that he was condemned.  The Church has declared that Pope 
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Honorius of  Rome was indeed a heretic, for he was condemned as such by the 
Sixth Ecumenical Council, and this condemnation was confirmed by popes, 
ecclesiastical authorities, and subsequent councils.  It is difficult to withhold the 
charge of  schism from those numerous Roman Catholics who reject the decision 
of  the Sixth Ecumenical Council on Honorius.

Regarding the filioque, it is sufficient to bring forth Pope Leo III, who strongly 
spoke out against the insertion of  the filioque into the Creed.  This fact alone is 
enough to settle the debate, yet later Roman Catholics do not follow the judgment 
of  this holy bishop of  Rome.

In addition, the author has found that many documents and texts cited by 
Roman Catholics in defense of  their doctrines are not authentic, and that many 
Roman Catholics have quoted forgeries in their books and letters.  Perhaps the most 
serious example of  this is Pope Leo IX extensively quoting the forged Donation of  
Constantine, when writing against Patriarch Michael Cerularius on the eve of  the 
schism, as well as Leo IX’s claim that the Greeks removed the filioque from the 
Creed, and the rise of  the Pseudo-Isidorian decretals around the same time as the 
beginning of  the Photian controversy, and this is a strong indication that Roman 
Catholics are in error in their key doctrines of  papal supremacy and the filioque.  
The most important forgery in the Roman Catholic vs. Orthodox controversy is 
the forged Greek Catena first popularly used by Thomas Aquinas (considered the 
greatest Roman Catholic theologian) in his Contra Errores Graecorum (Against the Errors 
of  the Greeks, written 1263/1264), which became extremely widespread and the 
standard “quote mine” for very many Roman Catholic books against the Orthodox 
for about five hundred years.

The author has compiled the fullest bibliography of  English translations of  
Christian literature from the first millennium and Orthodox literature from the 
second millennium, as well as ancient non-Orthodox literature and other works 
written in Christian lands, which can help provide additional context.  The 
bibliography alone is a valuable resource for those looking to find Orthodox writings 
and works of  the Church Fathers and older authors.  Also listed are the greatest 
scholarly controversial works in English against the Roman Catholic position.

The discussion of  the sacraments and ancient practices, as they differ from 
Rome, exists nowhere else in as complete a form.  The author hopes this will be a 
useful reference work for those interested in learning more about the various topics 
discussed here.
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ANF	 The	Ante-Nicene	Fathers:	Translations	of 	the	Writings	of 	the	Fathers	
Down to A.D. 325

CE	 The	Catholic	Encyclopedia
Mansi	 G. D.	Mansi,	Sacrorum	Conciliorum	Nova	et	Amplissima	Collectio
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NPNF Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of  the Christian Church
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PL	 J.	P.	Migne,	Patrologia	Latina
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Part I  The Sacraments  41

Ch. I  Baptism—Trine Immersion  41

Triple immersion is the proper and normal mode of  baptism, handed down from the 
Lord and His Apostles, with exceptions only in extraordinary circumstances;  Patriarchal	
Encyclical of  1895 on this Latin error;  Catechism of  Philaret on the administration of  
baptism;  Philip Schaff says the best scholars agree that trine immersion is the ancient rule;  
Raffaele Garrucci admits the antiquity of  this rite;  Thomas Aquinas says trine immersion 
is universally observed;  Aquinas’ references;  Trent Catechism admits change from ancient 
practice;  Catholic	Encyclopedia admits threefold immersion as very ancient and apparently 
apostolic;  Note on the authority of  the Catholic	Encyclopedia;  Thomas Watson admits this 
as an old and ancient tradition;  Trine immersion is enjoined by the ancients;  All the 
following authorities from the early centuries testify to triple immersion, here quoted 
at length: Apostolic Canon 50 (in Greek, Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and Arabic versions);  
Didache;  Dionysius the Areopagite;  The	 Acts	 of 	 Paul;  Physiologus;  Tertullian;  Apostolic	
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Tradition (Hippolytus of  Rome);  Monulus of  Girba;  Macarius of  Jerusalem;  Ananias 
of  Shirak;  Testamentum Domini;  Statutes	 of 	 the	Apostles or Canones	Ecclesiastici (in Ethiopic, 
Arabic, Sahidic, and Bohairic versions);  Acts of  John the Son of  Zebedee;  Athanasius of  
Alexandria;  Hesychius of  Jerusalem;  Ephraem the Syrian;  Didymus the Blind;  Cyril of  
Jerusalem;  John of  Jerusalem;  Basil the Great;  Gregory of  Nyssa;  Ambrose of  Milan;  
Jerome;  John Chrysostom;  Theodore of  Mopsuestia;  Synopsis of  Theodore;  Augustine 
of  Hippo;  Peter Chrysologus;  Maximus of  Turin;  Eunomians were the first to practice 
single immersion, according to ancient authorities (Philostorgius, Theodoret of  Cyrus, 
Sozomen, Socrates Scholasticus, First Council of  Constantinople Canon 7, Epitome 
of  canon, A fifth-century letter of  the Constantinopolitan Church, Council of  Trullo 
Canon 95, Barberini	Euchologion);  Narsai of  Nisibis;  Early Syriac baptismal commentary 
(three recensions);  Acts	 of 	St.	Silvester;  Hincmar of  Rheims on the baptism of  Clovis I 
by St. Remigius;  Pope Leo the Great;  Schaff’s summary;  Creed of  Pope Pius IV enjoins 
accepting Scripture according to the interpretation of  the Fathers;  Triple immersion is 
thus the correct mode for Christ’s ordinance of  baptism;  Pope Pelagius II;  The Latins do 
not baptize in accordance with the ancient Church;  [Continued in Appendix II, which 
discusses testimonies for trine immersion after the sixth century, the case of  Gregory I’s 
letter on single immersion, and related matters.]

Ch. II  Eucharist and the Liturgy  77

Many Latin deviations from the Church of  the first millennium in the Eucharist and 
Liturgy.

Section I  Infant Communion  77
Infants given communion in ancient Church;  Pope Pius X admits this;  Pope 
Benedict XIV admits this;  Many witnesses for the antiquity of  infant communion;  
Augustine of  Hippo;  Pope Innocent I;  Pope Gelasius I;  Eucharist is closely connected 
with baptism;  Fulgentius of  Ruspe;  Pope Leo the Great;  Council of  Trent misleading 
and attempts to minimize the historical prevalence of  this practice;  Trent Catechism 
likewise misleading;  Alexius Aurelius Pelliccia admits antiquity of  paedocommunion 
(communing infants);  Catholic	Dictionary likewise;  Catholic	Encyclopedia likewise;  Thomas 
Aquinas says Eucharist should not be given to children since they lack the use of  
reason;  Dionysius the Areopagite misrepresented by Aquinas;  Apostolic	Constitutions;  
Gregorian Sacramentary;  Other ancients;  Further reading;  Eustratios Argenti on 
this Latin error.

Section II  The Use of  Leavened Bread in the Eucharist  91
Evidence in favor of  leavened bread being used in the Eucharist;  Catholic	Encyclopedia 
on the Latin uncertainty of  solving this question;  Council of  Florence permits 
unleavened bread in the Western rite and leavened bread in the Eastern;  Latins must 
be permitting a form that Christ did not use;  Some Latins have unjustly criticized 
Greek usage of  leavened bread;  Anathema against Orthodox in 1054 calls Greeks 
“prozymite heretics” (meaning “heretics who use leavened bread”);  Scholars and 
remarks on the question;  Nicholas Gihr;  John Mason Neale;  John O’Brien;  Cardinal 
Bona;  Nicholas Hydrantus;  William Edward Scudamore;  Joseph Andreas Jungman;  
William O’Shea;  Johannes H. Emminghaus;  George Galvaris;  Arthur Edward 
Gilbert Lowndes;  Reginald Maxwell Woolley;  The bread used at the Eucharist 
was ordinary, that is, leavened;  St. Epiphanius;  Cardinal Humbert;  Pope Leo IX 
erroneously asserted in 1054 that “the Roman Church had always used Azymes” 
(meaning unleavened bread);  Further reading.
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Section III  The Use of  Wafers  104
Wafers were not the ancient form of  the Eucharistic bread;  1848 Encyclical	of 	the	Eastern	
Patriarchs;  Maurice M. Hassett (Catholic	Encyclopedia) admits that the first evidence of  
wafers is in the 1050s;  John Francis Goggin (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Connection of  
wafers with coins.

Section IV  The Elevation of  the Host  105
The Elevation of  the Host is a rite that did not exist earlier than the close of  the 
twelfth century;  1848 Encyclical;  Julian Joseph Overbeck;  Herbert Thurston (Catholic	
Encyclopedia) admits recent introduction of  this rite;  Pope Honorius III in ca. 1217 first 
to formally institute the elevation;  William Palmer’s learned remarks.

Section V  Epiklesis or Invocation of  the Holy Spirit  108
Latins omit the Invocation of  the Holy Spirit;  1848 Encyclical;  Adrian Fortescue 
(Catholic	Encyclopedia) admits that “all the old liturgies,” both Eastern and Western, 
contained the Epiklesis, but now only the Eastern liturgies retain it.

Section VI  Transubstantiation  110
The Orthodox take issue with the improper application of  scholasticism to the 
theology of  the Eucharist;  Maurice M. Hassett (Catholic	Encyclopedia) says the term 
transubstantiation was apparently first used in 1079;  Alexei Stepanovich Khomiakov;  
Russian Catechism;  John of  Damascus;  Further reading.

Section VII  Communion under Both Kinds  111
Christ bids us to take his Body and Blood under both the forms of  Bread and Wine in 
the Eucharist, and this is the ancient practice of  the Church, but the Latins have given 
communion only under the form of  Bread to the laity;  1895 Encyclical;  1848 Encyclical;  
Patrick J. Toner (Catholic	 Encyclopedia);  Council of  Constance;  Council of  Trent;  
Pope Benedict XIV;  Pope Gregory XIII directs single communion to the Maronites;  
Cardinal Bona;  George Cassander;  Pope Gelasius;  Georg Witzl;  Thomas Aquinas;  
Samuel Edgar;  Charles Hastings Collette;  Catholic	Dictionary;  Exceptional cases are 
no excuse to alter the general practice;  William Payne.

Section VIII  The Conservatism of  the Orthodox Liturgy  125
The Byzantine Liturgy has remained virtually unchanged, as testified by the Barberini 
MS. (A.D. 790), compared to the liturgy at the end of  the nineteenth century;  Church 
Quarterly	Review.

Ch. III  Chrismation or Confirmation  127

The early Church confirmed children after baptism, but the Latins hold that “this is not 
expedient before the use of  reason”;  1848 Encyclical;  Thomas Bartholemew Scannell 
(Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Trent Catechism;  Pope Leo XIII;  Pope Innocent I;  List of  authorities.

Ch. IV  Holy Unction  130

The Latins frequently administer Extreme Unction only to the dying and erroneously 
withhold it from the sick not in immediate danger of  death;  Patrick J. Toner (Catholic	
Encyclopedia);  Council of  Florence;  Council of  Trent;  Trent Catechism;  Thomas Aquinas;  
John Peter Arendzen;  Pope Pius V;  Frederick George Scott;  Cardinal Cajetan;  Further 
reading.
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Ch. V  Marriage  138

Section I  Clerical Celibacy  138
Priests should be allowed to live in matrimony;  St. Peter was married;  1054 
excommunication against Cerularius calls clerical marriage a heresy and evil error;  
Latins often inconsistent by permitting married clergy in their Eastern Rite Churches;  
St. Patrick of  Ireland was the son of  a deacon, who was the son of  a priest, who was 
the son of  a deacon;  Herbert Thurston (Catholic	Encyclopedia) summarizes the history;  
Pope Benedict XIV permits married priests in Greek rite;  Sigebert of  Gembloux 
on Gregory VII forbidding married clergy to say mass and forbidding all laymen to 
be present when such a married priest should officiate;  Roman Council under Pope 
Gregory VII likewise;  Gregory VII likewise;  Latin Ninth Ecumenical Council forbids 
married priests;  Latin Tenth Ecumenical Council implies that continence is a law 
for those in holy orders;  Council of  Nicaea permits married clergy;  Charles Joseph 
Hefele on Nicaea;  Paphnutius against mandatory clerical celibacy;  The record 
of  Paphnutius confirmed, despite Latin doubts and Gregory VII condemning the 
story as a forgery;  Maurice M. Hassett (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Æneas Sylvius;  Ulric 
of  Imola;  Latin priests of  Germany;  Pope Pius IV;  Socrates Scholasticus;  Henry 
Wharton;  George Cedrenus;  Apostolic Canons 5, 40, and 76;  Council of  Trullo 
Canon 13;  Antonius Augustinus;  Council of  Gangra Canon 4;  Hefele admits that 
the ancient Church allowed married clergy;  Synodal letter of  Gangra;  Gregorian 
Reforms;  Social considerations;  Many Latin clergy have had children out of  wedlock 
or procured abortions for their partners;  Further reading.

Section II  Divorce  162
Latins erroneously affirm the absolute indissolubility of  marriage;  Francis J. Schaefer 
(Catholic	Encyclopedia) affirms this;  Council of  Trent Canon 7 on Matrimony formally 
defines this;  Christ’s words plainly permit an exception;  St. Cyril of  Alexandria 
says that marriages can be dissolved by bad actions;  Pope Gregory II apparently 
allows for divorce and remarriage;  Synopsis Papismi;  John Meyendorff’s important 
remarks pointing out that “No Father of  the Church ever denounced these imperial 
laws [permitting divorce] as contrary to Christianity”;  Annulments (claiming that a 
marriage was never sacramentally valid in the first place);  The Latins have forcibly 
separated married priests from their wives.

Section III  Marriage within Prohibited Degrees  165
Popes have permitted marriage with a niece or aunt or with a sister-in-law, but this 
falls within the prohibited degrees of  consanguinity and was not approved by the early 
Church;  Theodosius of  Kiev lists this as a Latin error;  Council of  Trullo Canon 54;  
Basil the Great;  Pope Pius IX declares that no Roman pope has ever “wandered 
outside the limits of  their powers”;  Leviticus 18:12–14 declares avunculate marriage 
incestuous, yet many dispensations for such have been issued by popes;  Charles II 
of  Spain’s inbreeding coefficient equivalent to that between parent-child or brother-
sister;  Angelus de Clavasio says pope could allow a valid dispensation in the case of  
a brother-sister marriage;  Pope Pius II likewise on brother-sister marriage;  Debate 
within Roman Catholicism on which degrees can be dispensed with;  A brother-sister 
marriage (entered into before conversion to Roman Catholicism) in Chile was allowed 
to stand by the Vatican in 1916;  First avunculate marriage (marriage between uncle 
and niece, or aunt and nephew) in Christendom was by Monothelites;  First sister-
in-law marriage in Christendom was by Emperor Honorius;  Other examples;  
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Orthodox authorities never permitted such marriages;  Varying restrictions on cousin 
marriages;  Council of  Trent condemns those who say that the Church cannot 
dispense for marriages within the Levitical degrees;  Trent also says that marriage 
dispensations should be very limited and given for free, but this was not followed in 
practice;  Degrees allowed;  First pope to allow avunculate marriage was Martin V in 
1424;  First pope to allow sister-in-law marriage was Alexander VI in 1500;  Further 
reading.

Section IV  Fourth (and more) Marriages  177
The Orthodox rightly permit a maximum of  three marriages, but the Latins permit a 
fourth and more;  Council of  Florence;  Apostolic Canon 17;  Apostolic	Constitutions;  St. 
Basil’s Canons 4, 50, and 80;  Procheiros Nomos;  Philip Schaff on Tetragamy;  Council 
of  Constantinople in 920;  Tomos of  Union forbids fourth marriages;  Rome approves 
the Tomos;  Further reading.

Ch. VI  Confession  185

The differences between Latins and the Orthodox on this sacrament are mostly 
philosophical;  Latins have more of  a formal and juridical understanding of  repentance 
(Alexander Schmemann);  The wooden confessional booth was introduced in the sixteenth 
century (Encyclopædia	Britannica);  Monks of  the Holy Monastery of  Great Meteoron on the 
legalism and impersonality of  Latin confession;  Michael Ivanovich Pomazansky on its 
legalism and scholasticism;  Further reading.

Ch. VII  Holy Orders  189

There are some Latin innovations with regard to the matter and form of  ordination;  
Hubert Ahaus (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  For most of  the first millennium, the West only used 
imposition of  hands, like the Orthodox Church to this day;  Later on, the Latins added 
the tradition of  the instruments (handing over of  the chalice, paten, Book of  the Gospels, 
etc.);  Many scholastics have held a position later abandoned.

Part II  Theological Innovations  193

Ch. I  Filioque Added to the Creed and Notes on the Schism  193

Section I  Overview and Leo III’s Judgment  196
The filioque heretical and improperly added to the Creed;  John 15:26;  Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed;  Third Ecumenical Council Canon 7;  Controversy in 
Jerusalem;  Council of  Aachen in 809;  Conference between Leo and the legates 
from Aachen;  Pope Leo III orders to omit the filioque in the Creed, saying that this 
was forbidden by the Fathers;  Leo had the Creed (without the filioque) engraved in 
Latin and Greek on silver shields and placed in front of  St. Peter’s tomb;  Council of  
Florence;  The filioque likely first admitted in Rome in A.D. 1014–15;  Pope John VIII.

Section II  Different Creeds and the Council of  Trent  204
Latins inconsistently permit various creeds by permitting the Creed to be recited 
without the filioque;  Pope Nicholas III said there could be no diversity in the Creed;  
Trent Catechism;  Council of  Trent calls the Creed the “shield against heresies” and 
“firm and sole foundation” of  the Church, but this Latin “shield” differs from the 
shields that Pope Leo had hung on the tomb of  Peter, and the filioque is rather a wedge 
splitting this “foundation.”
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Section III  The Early Councils on the Creed  207
Fourth Ecumenical Council Sessions 2 & 5;  The Creed is “clear” on the procession of  
the Holy Spirit;  Chalcedon Session 1;  Address to Marcian;  Imperial edict confirming 
Chalcedon;  Imperial Decree in Codex Justinianus;  Sixth Ecumenical Council;  Letter 
of  Agatho;  Seventh Ecumenical Council (Synodals	of 	Theodore and Definition);  Percival 
on Council of  Toledo 589.

Section IV  Theological Problems of  the Filioque  220
Gregory the Theologian;  Douay-Rheims commentary;  John of  Damascus;  His 
words “the Father alone is cause” disputed at Florence;  Fourth Lateran Council;  
Council of  Florence;  Maximus the Confessor says the Son is not Cause of  the 
Spirit;  Anastasius Bibliothecarius reiterates Maximus;  Peter Damian misquotes the 
Creed as saying the Holy Spirit “proceeds properly from the Father” and makes an 
argument from the word “properly” to support filioque;  Gregory Palamas;  Philaret of  
Chernigov;  Council of  Blachernae.

Section V  Classic Works on the Filioque  229
A selection of  notable historic and classic Orthodox works on the filioque;  Photius;  
Niketas of  Thessaloniki;  Germanus II of  Constantinople;  Theodorus Lascaris 
Junior;  Gregory Palamas;  Nilus Cabasilas;  Manuel II Palaeologus;  Joseph Bryennios;  
Dositheus of  Jerusalem;  Ioannitium Galiatowski;  Theophan Procopovich;  Adam 
Zoernikov;  Christianskoe Chtenie;  Macarius Bulgakov;  George Dion. Dragas;  
Alexander Alexakis.

Section VI  Notes on St. Photius’ Life and Work  234
Photius related to saints and defenders of  the faith;  Eighth Ecumenical Council;  
Adrian Fortescue (Catholic	 Encyclopedia);  Encyclopædia	 Britannica;  Rejoinders to 
Hergenröther;  Works on church history relating to the Schism;  Latin admission of  
Photius’ greatness;  Alleged ambition of  Photius refuted;  Abbe Guettée;  Warren H. 
Carroll;  Ambition of  Nicholas I rather the case.

Section VII  The Great Schism of  1054  241
Some translated sources on the controversy;  Charter of  excommunication against 
Michael Cerularius by the papal legates;  Cerularius to Peter of  Antioch;  Franz Xaver 
von Funk;  Pope Leo IX accuses Greeks of  removing filioque from Creed;  Edward H. 
Landon;  Peter of  Antioch willing to make peace on all other matters if  Latins omit 
filioque.

Section VIII  Summary  246
Restatement of  the case against the filioque;  It is wiser to preserve unaltered the 
traditional Creed and Symbol of  faith.

Ch. II  Legalistic View of  Original Sin  248

The Latins have an excessively legalistic view of  original sin;  1992 Catechism	of 	the	Catholic	
Church;  2007 Vatican document on unbaptized infants;  Ernesto M. Obregón;  John 
Savvas Romanides.

Ch. III  Latin Doctrine of  Salvation  250

Orthodoxy views salvation as the unification of  man with God (theosis);  The Latins have 
innovated in their soteriology;  Anselm of  Canterbury was a “revolutionary thinker” who 
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first promoted the theory of  penal substitutionary atonement, which became the prevalent 
idea in the West in the second millennium;  Scholars on Anselm and the fact that the 
early Church did not hold to Anselm’s theory (Patrick Henry Reardon,  Richard William 
Southern, Laurence William Grensted, Henry Nutcombe Oxenham, Gustaf  Emanuel 
Hildebrand Aulén, James Franklin Bethune-Baker);  Comments on Augustine;  Further 
reading.

Ch. IV  Purgatory  258

Purgatorial fire after death a novel dogma;  1895 Encyclical;  Epitome of  Mark of  Ephesus’ 
arguments against Purgatory;  Augustine on doubtfulness of  Purgatory;  Chrysostom on 
1 Cor. 3:12–15;  William John Hall on prayer for the dead;  Latins admitting novelty (John 
Fisher, Polydore Virgil, Alphonsus a Castro);  Further reading.

Ch. V  The Papal Treasury of  Merit  265

A thirteenth-century theological novelty that there is a superabundance of  the virtues of  
the saints, which can be distributed to others in the Church;  First formally defined by 
Pope Clement VI in 1343, with scarcely a century of  antiquity behind it;  Ivan Vasilyevich 
Kireyevsky;  Seraphim Rose;  Mercantile doctrine;  Robert W. Shaffern.

Ch. VI  Indulgences  269

Indulgences an admitted novelty;  William Preston quoting Latins;  James Brogden;  First 
applied to souls in Purgatory by Pope Sixtus IV in 1476;  Further reading.

Ch. VII  The Full Reward for the Just Before the Last Judgment  272

1895 Encyclical;  First officially defined by Pope Benedict XII in 1336;  Pope John XXII 
contradicted Benedict XII and taught erroneously (according to the Latins) on this point;  
Mark of  Ephesus.

Ch. VIII  The Essence-Energies Distinction and Hesychasm  275

Mark of  Ephesus;  Gregory Palamas;  Peter Heers;  Meyendorff;  Philokalia;  John of  
Damascus;  Gregory of  Nyssa;  Basil the Great;  Sixth Ecumenical Council;  Dionysius the 
Areopagite;  Gregory the Theologian;  Kallistos Ware;  Further reading.

Ch. IX  Scholasticism  290

Latins of  the second millennium adopted a different approach to determine what is true 
than the Christians of  the first millennium;  The Latin system of  scholasticism seeks to 
apply Aristotle’s principles of  logic and pre-Christian Greek rationalism to find theological 
truths, which contrasts with the ancient methodology of  the Church;  Henry Nutcombe 
Oxenham;  Ivan Vasilyevich Kireyevsky;  Seraphim Rose.

Ch. X  Modernism and the Second Vatican Council  293

Roman Catholicism of  the twentieth century underwent significant theological and 
practical change, especially after Vatican II.
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Ch. XI  Variations of  Roman Catholicism  294

Latins have had many internal inconsistencies and rival parties;  James Benign Bossuet on 
the variations of  the Protestants, but his words apply to factions of  Roman Catholicism 
as well.

Ch. XII  The Immaculate Conception of  Mary  295

The Immaculate Conception is an inappropriate novelty;  Pope Pius IX defined this 
dogma in 1854;  1895 Encyclical on this Latin error;  St. John Maximovich’s criticism of  
the Immaculate Conception of  Mary;  1672 Synod of  Jerusalem;  Pope Alexander VII 
prohibits any Latin to affirm the Immaculate Conception as a dogma of  faith;  Papal 
“negligence” on this question;  Catholic	 Encyclopedia;  Bernard of  Clairvaux;  Thomas 
Aquinas;  Pius IX erroneously claims the continuous support of  tradition and integrity of  
documents;  Edward Bouverie Pusey’s treatise the best study of  this question in English;  
Further reading.

Part III  Other Innovative Customs and Practices  305

Ch. I  The Gregorian Calendar’s Date of  Easter  305

The Gregorian Calendar, invented by Latins and promulgated by Pope Gregory XIII in 
1582, causes Christian Easter to fall on the same day as Passover in certain years (such 
as 1825, 1903, 1923, 1927, and 1981), which is expressly prohibited by the Council of  
Nicaea;  Council of  Nicaea’s decree;  Canon 1 of  the Council of  Antioch;  Percival’s 
notes on this canon;  Apostolic Canon 7;  Hefele admits the problem;  Pope Leo I on the 
unchangeability of  the Nicene decrees;  Summary by William Stuart Auchincloss.

Ch. II  Fasting on Saturday  310

St. Photius’ Encyclical	to	the	Eastern	Patriarchs;  Cardinal Humbert;  Canon 55 of  the Council 
of  Trullo;  Johannes Zonaras;  Apostolic Canon 66;  Spurious epistle of  Ignatius to the 
Philippians;  Pierre Batiffol;  Augustine;  August Neander;  John Cassian.

Ch. III  Musical Instruments in Church  317

Musical instruments an innovation and only vocal singing traditionally permitted during 
liturgy;  Council of  Trent accepts musical instruments in Churches;  Thomas Aquinas 
says “the Church does not make use of  musical instruments”;  Joseph Bingham;  Henry 
Bewerunge (Catholic	 Encyclopedia);  Gerhard Gietmann (Catholic	 Encyclopedia);  Joseph 
Otten (Catholic	 Encyclopedia);  Popes have explicitly permitted musical instruments in 
church;  Catholic	Dictionary;  Early Fathers against musical instruments (John Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Eusebius, Cyril of  Alexandria);  Hyun-Ah Kim;  Further reading.

Ch. IV  Sign of  the Cross  327

The sign of  the cross should be made from right to left;  Herbert Thurston (Catholic	
Encyclopedia) admits that the Latins changed this;  Pope Innocent III;  Cassian Folsom;  
Charles Butler;  Overbeck.
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Ch. V  Canonization  330

Innovations in canonizations of  saints;  First solemn papal canonization not till A.D. 993;  
Camillus Beccari (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Papal infallibility in canonizing;  Papal restriction 
of  episcopal authority to canonize locally toward end of  eleventh century.

Ch. VI  Titles of  the Pope and of  Ecclesiastical Dignitaries  333

The titles “Pope,” “Servus servorum Dei,” and “Pontifex Maximus,” among others, 
were not at first exclusive to the bishops of  Rome;  Edward Denny;  Andrew B. Meehan 
(Catholic	Encyclopedia);  George H. Joyce (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Francis J. Schaefer (Catholic	
Encyclopedia);  Latin bishops have called themselves by a title unknown to all antiquity, 
“Bishops by the Grace of  God, and of  the Apostolic See”;  The term “papatus” apparently 
first used by Pope Clement II in 1047.

Ch. VII  Exemptions and Dispensations  338

In this matter the rise in papal influence is apparent, especially since the second half  of  
the eleventh century;  Johannes Baptist Sägmüller (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Jean Jules Besson 
(Catholic	Encyclopedia).

Ch. VIII  Diocesan Affairs  340

The pope has assumed greater authority in diocesan affairs since the eleventh century;  
Alphonse Van Hove (Catholic	Encyclopedia).

Ch. IX  Papal Encyclicals  342

The modern Roman Catholic communion almost exclusively confines the term 
“Encyclical” to papal documents, but the early Church applied the term “Encyclical” 
to the writings of  many other bishops;  Herbert Thurston (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Renouf.

Ch. X  Papal Elections and the Cardinalate  344

The mode of  electing the bishop of  Rome changed shortly after the Schism;  Overbeck;  
William H. W. Fanning (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Changes in the office of  cardinals;  Johannes 
Baptist Sägmüller (Catholic	Encyclopedia).

Ch. XI  Papal Interdicts  347

Papal interdicts a sharp discontinuity from tradition;  No pope of  the first millennium laid 
an entire kingdom under interdict;  William H. W. Fanning (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Edward 
Benjamin Krehbiel.

Ch. XII  Papal Jubilees  349

Papal Jubilees first instituted in A.D. 1300 and unknown before the second millennium;  
Pope Boniface VIII intended the Jubilee to take place every hundred years, but his papal 
successors increased the frequencies, likely for the sake of  monetary gain;  Herbert 
Thurston (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Dublin University Magazine.
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Ch. XIII  Oath of  Fealty and Allegiance to the Pope by Bishops at their Consecration  351

The first episcopal oath of  allegiance to the bishop of  Rome was introduced in the 
eleventh century by Pope Gregory VII;  It contains strong statements of  obedience to the 
pope;  One oath reproduced in full;  Attempt by Roman Catholics to minimize or deny 
the consequences of  this oath.

Ch. XIV  Confirmation of  Bishops  354

There are many novelties connected with the confirmation, nomination, and jurisdiction 
of  bishops in Roman Catholicism since the beginning of  the second millennium;  
Dependence on the bishop of  Rome;  Catholic	Encyclopedia;  Encyclopædia	Britannica.

Ch. XV  Crosier, or Pastoral Staff  356

The Roman Pontiff has changed usage of  the crosier, departing from primitive custom;  
Patrick Morrisroe (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Thomas Aquinas;  Innocent III.

Ch. XVI  Episcopal Rings  358

Cerularius objects to Latin bishops wearing rings;  Fortescue;  Maurice M. Hassett (Catholic	
Encyclopedia);  Churchill Babington;  Apostolic Constitutions;  Clement of  Alexandria;  
Cyprian;  Basil the Great;  Jerome;  Rings to be understood in moderation;  Tendency to 
effeminacy and vanity.

Ch. XVII  Clerical Beards  363

The Orthodox clergy appropriately have beards;  Cardinal Humbert’s excommunication 
against Cerulasius in 1054;  Herbert Thurston (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Council of  Trullo 
Canon 96;  Rudder;  Pope Gregory I was bearded;  The first beardless pope;  Roman 
catacombs;  Roman edict against beards;  Apostolic Constitutions;  Clement of  Alexandria;  
Tertullian;  Cyprian;  Dionysius of  Alexandria;  Lactantius;  Peter the Great;  Beards not 
strictly necessary.

Ch. XVIII  Military and Secular Bishops  371

Many Latin bishops engaged in direct military combat and acted as feudal lords in the 
Middle Ages;  Cerularius to Peter of  Antioch;  Fortescue admits the abuse;  Apostolic 
Canon 83;  Chalcedon Canon 7;  Pope Zachary;  Orthodox exceptions.

Ch. XIX  The Stigmata  374

The Stigmata never occurred among Christians until Francis of  Assisi in 1224;  Yet 
there have been at least 321 stigmatics since then;  A serious discontinuity with tradition;  
Augustin Poulain (Catholic	Encyclopedia).

Ch. XX  Visions or Stories of  Latins Receiving Milk from Mary’s Breast  376

No records of  any miracle or vision of  this sort until the Latins of  the twelfth century;  
Bernard of  Clairvaux the most famous person said to experience this;  James France.
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Ch. XXI  The Hail Mary Prayer  378

The Hail Mary not an accepted devotional formula before about 1050;  Herbert Thurston 
(Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Apocryphal legend told of  St. Ildephonsus of  Toledo.

Ch. XXII  Latin Monasticism  380

Orthodox monasticism has remained extraordinarily stationary, while Latin monasticism 
has changed more;  G. Roger Hudleston (Catholic	Encyclopedia) admits this.

Ch. XXIII  Western Iconography  382

Orthodox art more traditional;  Louis Gillet and Gerhard Gietmann (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  
Nudity in art;  The central doors to St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome contain depictions of  
numerous heathen gods and inappropriate images.

Ch. XXIV  Devotion to the Sacred Hearts of  Jesus and Mary  386

No devotion was given to the Sacred Hearts of  Jesus and Mary in the first thousand years 
of  the Church;  Jean Vincent Bainvel (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  Devotion to Heart of  Jesus;  
This devotion has received official sanction and promotion by second-millennium popes;  
Devotion to Heart of  Mary;  Theological objections.

Ch. XXV  Use of  the Vernacular Language  388

The early Church had services in the common language, but in later centuries the Latins 
restricted the vernacular;  Roman Catholic Eastern rites;  A. J. Maas (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  
Pope Gregory VII forbids Slavonic in the services;  Popes John VIII and Adrian II approve 
Slavonic in the services;  St. Augustine;  Origen;  St. Ambrose;  St. Jerome.

Book II:  The Papacy 395

Ch. I  Introduction  399

The bishop of  Rome has the primacy but not the supremacy;  Pope Gregory XI to John 
Cantacuzene;  Orthodox position on the papal claims;  1848 Encyclical;  1895 Encyclical;  
Reasons for Rome’s honor;  Theodoret of  Cyrus;  Nilus Cabasilas;  Apostolic Canon 34;  
First Vatican Council;  Döllinger on Greek-Latin relations;  Ignatius of  Antioch;  Jerome;  
Basil to Athanasius on Antioch as the head;  Gregory Nazianzen.

Ch. II  Doubtful Petrine Succession  410

Problematic succession of  the Roman bishops;  George Hayward Joyce (Catholic	Encyclopedia);  
Doubtful lists of  the successors of  Peter;  Erroneous numbering of  Pope John XX;  Novelty 
of  Gregory VII;  Richard Frederick Littledale;  Immoral popes held not to injure the papal 
position;  Simoniacal papal elections;  Pope Alexander VI;  Girolamo Savonarola.

Ch. III  Patriarch St. Nicephorus on Councils and the Pentarchy  414

Passages from Patriarch Nicephorus and his life showing the conciliar (and non-
monarchical) nature of  the Church.
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Ch. IV  St. Cyprian and Pope Stephen of  Rome  417

Section I  Introduction and Cyprian’s Letter  417
Cyprian’s dispute with Pope Stephen;  Trent Catechism erroneously cites Cyprian for the 
papacy;  Pope Stephen judged that heretical baptism was valid, yet Cyprian rejected 
Stephen’s decision.

Section II  St. Augustine’s Commentary on St. Cyprian and Rebaptism  422
Augustine’s commentary on Cyprian and the controversy, quoted at length;  Augustine 
vindicates Cyprian, as only an ecumenical council settles the matter;  Augustine 
did not hold the pope as the final authority in the Church;  Augustine supports the 
conciliar, not monarchical, organization of  the Church.

Section III  Additional Commentary and Concluding Remarks  436
James Austin Mason;  Commentary in Foreign	Church	Chronicle	and	Review;  First Vatican 
Council contrasted with Cyprian’s words.

Ch. V  The History of  Canon 28 of  Chalcedon  440

Section I  Introduction  441
This canon is extremely important for understanding the papacy;  Rome was given the 
primacy because it was the royal city;  Text of  canon;  Ancient Epitome;  Chalcedon’s 
decision on papal primacy in Session 16;  Overbeck.

Section II  Pope Leo I Rejects the Second Rank for Constantinople  444
Pope Leo rejects the 28th canon;  Leo to Emperor Marcian Augustus;  Leo to Empress 
Pulcheria Augusta;  Leo to Anatolius of  Constantinople;  Leo to Julian of  Cos;  Leo 
to the Chalcedonian Fathers;  Leo to Maximus of  Antioch;  Leo to Julian;  Leo to 
Proterius of  Alexandria;  Leo to Marcian;  Leo to Anatolius;  Leo explicitly stated that 
the ranking of  the sees is permanently fixed;  Leo asserted that Antioch must never be 
lowered from the third place.

Section III  Comments on Leo’s Position  453
Leo’s position may be explained by the following factors: possible corruption of  Leo’s 
letters, Leo (or his advisors) relying on an interpolated Nicene canon, a desire to 
preserve the traditional order, and a wish to prevent secular influence on Church 
structure;  Issues with Leo’s letters;  Thomas William Allies;  Henry Percival;  Leo did 
not reject Canon 28 for its words on Rome’s primacy or for infringing upon the rights 
of  his see, but because he thought it went against the Nicene canons and the rights 
of  the other sees;  The new ranking of  Constantinople was appropriate and justified 
with the founding of  the new imperial capital;  Constantinople is an apostolic see, as 
heir of  Ephesus and of  the Apostle John, and there is a tradition of  St. Andrew at 
Byzantium, and its founder Constantine was considered Equal-to-the-Apostles;  Leo 
was a great saint, although mistaken in this matter (which providentially helps to show 
the error of  the Council of  Florence’s decree).

Section IV  Order of  Things Civil and Ecclesiastical  458
Canon 17 of  Chalcedon;  Canon 38 of  Trullo;  “Let the order of  things ecclesiastical 
follow the civil and public models”;  Tillemont;  Canon 4 of  Nicaea I;  Cyprian on 
the magnitude of  Rome as the reason for her precedence;  John Chrysostom on the 
bishop of  Antioch as the full successor of  Peter;  Pope Benedict XIV;  Chrysostom on 
the other Apostles receiving the Keys;  Apostles Peter and Paul went to Rome because 
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Rome was the capital of  the Empire;  Alexandria was a greater city than Antioch, 
which is why it ranked above Antioch even though Peter and Paul never personally 
visited Alexandria, while Antioch directly had the presence of  Peter and Paul.

Section V  The Council of  Florence Admits the Second Rank for Constantinople  462
Council of  Florence declares that Antioch holds the fourth place;  Leo thus annuls a 
formal definition of  Florence.

Section VI  Western Statements after Chalcedon on the Rank of  Constantinople  463
Rome later accepted Constantinople as the second see;  Other instances of  Rome not 
accepting Constantinople as the second see;  Pope Gelasius I insists that Constantinople 
cannot attain the second see;  Pseudo-Gelasian	Decree;  Pope Boniface I;  Gregory the 
Great;  Aeneas of  Paris;  Anastasius Bibliothecarius;  Pope Nicholas I;  Latin Eighth 
Ecumenical Council Canon 21;  Pope Leo IX.

Section VII  Canonical Tradition of  Canon 28  469
Syntagma in XIV Titles;  28th Canon in early Syriac, Coptic, and Latin translations;  
Peter L’Huillier;  Prisca;  Only 27 canons of  Chalcedon in the canonical collections;  
28th canon not formally a canon but still a valid and official conciliar decision.

Section VIII  Later History of  Canon 28  473
Pope Leo XIII erroneously states that the 28th canon is admitted by all to be 
worthless;  H. I. D. Ryder;  Bottalla;  Sidney Herbert Drane-Scott;  Leo to Julian of  
Cos;  Anatolius to Leo;  This letter open to suspicion, but best understood in a non-
monarchical sense;  Other correspondence of  Anatolius shows he continued to affirm 
the 28th canon;  John II of  Constantinople to Pope Hormisdas;  Denny’s comment;  
John II asserts validity of  Canon 28;  Justinian’s Corpus	Juris	Civilis (multiple places) 
supports Constantinople’s privileges;  Grillmeier;  Chronicle of  Pseudo-Zachariah 
Rhetor;  Timothy III of  Alexandria;  Timothy II of  Alexandria;  John Philoponus of  
Alexandria;  Evagrius Scholasticus;  Ferrandus of  Carthage;  Liberatus of  Carthage;  
Tillemont;  Pereira;  Canon 36 of  the Sixth Ecumenical Council (in Trullo) exactly 
renews the 28th canon of  Chalcedon;  “We decree that the see of  Constantinople 
shall have equal privileges with the see of  Old Rome”;  Ancient Christians not in 
agreement with Pope Boniface VIII;  Papal resistance to Canon 28 unsuccessful.

Ch. VI  The Ecumenicity of  the Council of  Trullo  491

Section I  Introduction  492
The Council of  Trullo is very important;  The Council in Trullo is a continuation of  
the Sixth Ecumenical Council, and it has ecumenical authority;  The Fifth Ecumenical 
Council and the first assembly of  the Sixth did not supply canons, so this was the 
duty of  the Quinisext Council;  Hefele quoted at length;  Pope Nicholas implied that 
Trullan canons are heretical;  Canon 2 of  Trullo;  Canon 8 of  Trullo;  Historical 
background;  Landon;  David-John Williams;  DuBose;  Fleury;  George Nedungatt;  
Joan Mervyn Hussey;  Date of  Trullo;  Proper understanding of  Tarasius;  A great 
assembly in 687;  Liber	 Pontificalis—Life of  Pope Conon;  Horace Kinder Mann;  
Eutychius of  Alexandria.

Section II  Testimonies on the Ecumenicity of  the Council of  Trullo  508
Seventh Ecumenical Council affirms Trullo;  Summary of  this council from the Rudder;  
Canon 1;  William Beveridge;  Canon 6;  Session 1;  Session 2;  Session 3;  Synodals	of 	
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Theodore;  Lateran Council of  769;  Session 4;  Very important statement of  Tarasius on 
the Trullan canons;  Pope Gregory II affirms Canon 82 of  Trullo;  Session 6;  Session 8;  
Forty-three bishops from Trullo were present at first assembly of  Sixth Ecumenical 
Council;  Thus according to Pope Leo II, forty-three “Holy Fathers and Doctors 
of  the Church” were present at Trullo;  Trullo assembled by Emperor Justinian II, 
considered an orthodox emperor by East and West;  Liber	Pontificalis—Life of  Pope 
Constantine;  Address of  the Trullan bishops to the Emperor;  Papal representation—
Basil of  Gortyna and others represented Rome;  Canon 82 of  Trullo;  Iconophile 
Florilegia;  Greek Life of  Pope Martin I;  Stephen the Younger;  John of  Damascus;  
John of  Jerusalem;  Pope Gregory II’s letters to Emperor Leo III;  Caroline	Books (Libri 
Carolini);  Pope Hadrian I to the Frankish bishops;  Nicephorus I—Apologeticus	Minor 
and Refutatio et Eversio;  Patrick O’Connell;  Theodore the Studite;  Claudius of  Turin;  
Libellus	 Synodalis of  the Paris Synod of  825;  Letter of  the Three Patriarchs to Emperor 
Theophilus;  Life of  the Patriarch Tarasios by deacon Ignatios;  Chronicle of  George 
Monachos;  Eighteenth Council of  Toledo;  This council likely not connected with 
Trullo;  English Church;  Frederick Hall;  John Baron;  Council of  Celichyth Canon 4;  
John Johnson;  Arthur Ritchie;  Ecloga of  Emperor Leo III;  Basilika;  Laws compare 
with Trullo;  Novels of  Emperor Leo VI;  Anastasius of  Sinai;  Byzantine chronology;  
Codex Barberini 336;  First-and-Second Council Canon 12;  Photius’ Encyclical	to	the	
Eastern Patriarchs;  First and second Nomocanons;  Eleventh-century Russian Church;  
Ninth-century prologue to the Collection	 in	 Fourteen	 Titles;  Synodicon Vetus;  Arethas 
of  Caesarea;  Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus;  Agapius of  Hierapolis;  Symeon 
Metaphrastes;  Georgian Church;  Small	Nomokanon of  Euthymios Mt‘ac‘mi(n)deli;  
Synod of  Ruis-Urbnisi;  Numismatic evidence;  Judith Herrin;  James Douglas 
Breckenridge;  Milton Vasil Anastos;  Chalke Gate Inscription;  Frescoes in Church 
of  St. Maria Antiqua in Rome;  Niketas Stethatos;  Michael Cerularius;  George 
Cedrenus;  John VIII of  Constantinople;  Leo of  Chalcedon;  Basil of  Euchaita;  
Michael the Sebastos;  Theodore the Bestes;  Theophylact of  Ochrid;  John II of  
Kiev;  John Zonaras;  Arsenios of  Philotheou;  Alexius Aristenus (commentary, 
canonical synopsis, and canonical recension also attributed to Stephen of  Ephesus);  
Theodore Balsamon;  Acts of  the patriarchs of  Constantinople;  Nektarios of  Otranto;  
Meletios the Confessor;  Thesaurus of  Theognostus;  Synopsis Chronike;  Thirteenth-
century prophetologion;  Athanasius I of  Constantinople;  Barlaam of  Calabria;  
Matthew Blastares;  Council of  Constantinople 1341;  Nilus Cabasilas;  Constantine 
Harmenopoulos;  Greek collection ca. 1400;  Mark of  Ephesus;  Multiple manuscripts 
of  canonical collections;  Gratian;  His version of  Canon 36;  Gratian cites multiple 
Trullan canons;  Tripartita;  Aquinas;  Rudder.

Section III  Early Opposition to Trullo  561
The pope said to have rejected the Trullan canons;  Bede;  Paul the Deacon;  Paul 
the Deacon and Bede dependent on the Liber	Pontificalis;  Medieval chronicles copying 
this account;  Liber	Pontificalis—Life of  Pope John VII;  Isaac Barrow;  Hefele;  Robert 
Hussey;  Judith Herrin;  John VII appears to have accepted the Trullan canons;  Liber 
Pontificalis—Life of  Pope Gregory II;  John VIII;  Chronicle of  Theophanes;  Humbert’s 
reply to Niketas;  Eleventh-century Latins contending for clerical marriage;  Peter 
Damian.

Section IV  Roman Catholic Remarks on Trullo  571
Errors of  Paul Bottalla;  Latin reluctance to honor the emperors as saints;  Baronius 
on Justinian;  Binius calls Trullo a “devil’s synagogue”;  Adrian Fortescue (Catholic	
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Encyclopedia) calls Justinian I a “semi-Monophysite tyrant”;  Pope Agatho calls Justinian I 
a great saint;  Acclamations of  the Fathers in Session 16;  Francis de Sales;  James 
Austin Mason;  Reply to Sidney Herbert Scott;  Symeon Metaphrastes;  Gregory 
of  Cæsarea;  Comments on William Palmer;  John Chapman;  Aloysio Andruzzi;  
Alexander White;  Mansi;  Thomas Morton Harper;  Luke Rivington;  Hergenröther;  
Roman Cholij;  Benedict XIV.

Section V  Summary  581
Evidence reviewed;  Literature on Trullo;  Vincent Laurent;  Heinz Ohme;  Greek 
Orthodox	Theological	Review;  Catherine Jolivet-Lévy;  John Lindsay Opie;  John Joseph 
Myers;  George Nedungatt;  Ester Brunet;  Richard Price;  Nicolae V. Dură;  Summary;  
The Latins were unable to overturn Canon 28 of  Chalcedon.

Ch. VII  Excursus on the Condemnation of  Honorius  585

Section I  Introduction  585
A remarkable instance of  frailty in the bishop of  Rome;  Pope Honorius I of  Rome 
was a heretic and was condemned as such by the universal Church, yet many Latins 
deny or have been unaware of  this.

Section II  Testimonies on the Condemnation of  Pope Honorius  586
Comprehensive collection of  testimonies on the condemnation of  Pope Honorius;  
Sixth Ecumenical Council;  Sentence	 Against	 the	Monothelites (Session 13);  Letters of  
Honorius burned (Session 13);  Session 16;  Definition	of 	Faith	(Session 18);  Prosphoneticus 
to the Emperor;  Letter	of 	the	Council	to	St.	Agatho;  Imperial	Edict	Posted	in	the	Third	Atrium;  
Leo II “approved and promulgated” this Edict;  Authenticity of  the Acts confirmed 
by the great assembly of  687;  Justinian II;  Rome was in possession of  the authentic 
Acts;  Pope John V;  Pope Conon;  Botarea;  Council of  Trullo Canon 1;  Ancient 
Epitome;  Deacon Agatho on Philippicus Bardanes;  Seventh Ecumenical Council;  
Decree	 of 	 the	 Seventh	Council;  Letter of  the Synod to the Emperor and Empress;  Session 3;  
Letter from Tarasius;  Synodals	of 	Theodore;  These Synodals were “read and approved” 
at the Lateran Council of  769 and were appealed to by Pope Hadrian I;  Session 
6;  Epiphanius;  Gregory;  Session 7;  Canon 1;  Latin translations of  the Acts of  
the Sixth and Seventh Ecumenical Councils;  Latin Eighth Ecumenical Council;  
Anastasius Bibliothecarius;  Orthodox Eighth Ecumenical Council—appendix to 
canons;  Pope Theodore I;  Pope Leo II—Letter to Spanish Bishops, Letter to King Erwig, 
and Letter to the Emperor;  Commentary on Leo’s letters by Dechamps and Chapman;  
Fourteenth Council of  Toledo;  Commentary by Tommaso Stancati;  Liber	Pontificalis’ 
various entries—Pope Honorius, Pope Agatho, and Pope Leo II;  Pope Adrian II;  
Commentary on Adrian’s address—Hefele, Paul Bottalla, William George Ward, 
Peter le Page Renouf, and Edward Denny;  Adrian’s inaccuracies;  Adrian admits 
that Honorius was “accused of  heresy”;  The Monothelites recognized Honorius 
as one of  their own;  Macarius of  Antioch and the Monothelite delegation of  
Antioch (four times);  Pyrrhus of  Constantinople;  Sergius of  Constantinople;  Paul 
of  Constantinople;  Acts in defense of  the Ecthesis;  George of  Resh’aina’s Life of  
Maximus;  Philippicus Bardanes;  Stepʻanos Siwnecʻi;  Stepʻanos Tarōnecʻi;  Sahak;  
Gabriel ibn al-Qilai;  John Maron;  Tuma of  Kfartab;  Popes Vitalian, Eugene I, and 
John IV could be said to have been negligent in the face of  the Monothelite heresy;  
Collectio	Hispana;  Anastasius of  Sinai;  Doctrina Patrum;  Early Byzantine commentary 
on the Jesus Prayer;  Liber Diurnus—withheld from publication by papal authority, 
and commentary by Hefele, Johann Peter Kirsch (Catholic	Encyclopedia), Bona, Jacques 
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Sirmond, Gratry, Sparrow Simpson, Jean de Launoy, Jacques-Benigne Bossuet, and 
Church	Quarterly	Review;  Venerable Bede—Reply to Bellarmine, Vita	Sancti	Bortulfi, Jonas 
of  Bobbio, manuscript evidence for the authenticity of  Bede’s passage, Honorius’ 
name undoubtedly in the original text of  Bede;  Bede and the Liber	Pontificalis followed 
by many chroniclers;  Chronicon	universale	usque	ad	annum	741;  Ado of  Vienne;  John 
the Deacon’s Chronicon Venetum;  Annals	of 	Quedlinburg;  Chronicon Vedastinum;  Chronicle 
of  Marianus Scotus;  Chronicon ex chronicis;  Universal	 Chronicle of  Eccard;  Orderic 
Vitalis;  Ursperger	Chronicle;  Alexander the Minorite’s Commentary	on	Revelation;  Ivo of  
Chartres;  Liber	Floridus;  Chronicon	Pontificum	et	imperatorum	Basileensia;  Chronica	pontificum	
et imperatorum Tiburtina;  Thomas Ebendorfer;  Johannes Trithemius;  Pseudo-Bede 
of  Cologne;  Martyrology of  Lyon;  Roman Breviary—had listed Honorius among the 
condemned Monothelites, but in later centuries his name was left out, and commentary 
by Fernand Cabrol (Catholic	Encyclopedia), Edward Denny, and Arthur Edward Gayer, 
and review of  the various editions and some manuscripts;  Germanus I;  Anonymous 
work on the first six ecumenical councils;  Greek Life of  Pope St. Martin I;  Tarasius 
of  Constantinople;  Nicephorus I of  Constantinople;  Vita of  St. Stephen the Younger 
(lists Muhammad right after Honorius);  Paris Lat. 10612;  Letter of  the Three Patriarchs to 
Emperor	Theophilus;  Pseudo-John of  Damascus;  Florus of  Lyon;  Photius—Bibliotheca, 
Nomocanon, Interrogationes decem, letter to Tsar Boris (De Synodis), letter to Pope Nicholas I, 
letter to Antiochene Church, and the translation of  Photius in the eleventh-century 
Russian Church;  Chronicle of  George the Monk;  Hincmar;  Vita Methodii;  Synodicon 
Vetus;  Eutychius;  Symeon Metaphrastes;  Humbert;  George Cedrenus;  Michael 
Psellus;  Zonaras;  Aristenus;  Chronikon Epitomon;  Baldwin of  Forde;  Michael Glykas;  
Balsamon;  Nicetas Choniates;  Joel;  John Mesarites;  Bulgarian Synodikon of  Orthodoxy;  
Theognostus;  Isaac of  Armenia;  Pantaleon;  Synopsis Chronike;  George Pachymeres;  
Andronicus II Palaeologus;  Matthew Blastares;  Nilus Cabasilas;  Gregory Palamas;  
Athanasius the Monk;  Nilus of  Rhodes;  Philotheus Kokkinos;  Greek and Slavonic 
Menaia;  Symeon of  Thessalonica;  Macarius of  Nicomedia;  Mark of  Ephesus;  Letter 
of  recommendation sent by the newly ordained patriarch of  Constantinople;  George 
Sphrantzes;  Makarios Melissenos;  Iconography of  the Sixth Council;  Possible 
additional manuscript evidences in Eastern languages;  Henry Boynton Smith;  
Catholics must believe that the Sixth Council condemned Honorius and that he was 
truly a heretic.

Section III  Early Defenses of  Honorius or Omissions from Condemnation  651
A few sources that Latins cite in their attempts to defend Honorius;  Three authors—
Abbot John Symponus, Pope John IV, and St. Maximus the Confessor, but this 
evidence is really that of  one undependable man, John Symponus;  John IV’s Apology;  
Maximus’ letter to Marinus, letter to Peter the Illustrious, and Disputation with Pyrrhus;  
Anastasius Bibliothecarius;  Lateran Council of  649;  Commentary by Edward 
Denny;  Jonas of  Bobbio;  Saliba ibn Yuhanna;  Erroneous assertions of  Honorius’ 
name omitted in Zonaras and Photius;  Chronicle of  Theophanes;  Latin Eighth 
Ecumenical Council;  John of  Damascus;  Paul the Deacon;  The	Deeds	of 	the	Neapolitan	
Bishops;  Nicephorus of  Constantinople;  Milo Elnonensis;  Nicholas I Mystikos (letter 
of  doubtful authenticity);  679/680 Council of  Hatfield;  Leo the Grammarian;  Peter 
of  Alexandria;  Symeon Logothete;  tenth-century Latin textbook on the councils;  
Manuscript Montecassino, Archivio dell’Abbazia 439;  Manuscript Vat. Lat. 1339;  
Mosaic of  Pope Honorius and Latin inscriptions;  Nicaea II Session 1;  Gregory II’s 
first letter to Emperor Leo II;  Other records;  John Chapman (Catholic	Encyclopedia) 

F R E E  P R E V I E W  - -  B u y  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  a t  U n c u t M o u n t a i n P r e s s . c o m



28 Er ror s  o f  the  Lat in s

on Monothelitism;  Letter of  Pope Agatho;  Commentary by Hefele;  Letter of  Pope 
Martin I to Bishop Amandus, contradicted by Pope Leo II;  Other letters of  Martin.

Section IV  Honorius Forgotten or Claims That No Popes Were Heretical  670
The case of  Honorius was completely forgotten in the West from the end of  the 
ninth to the beginning of  the fifteenth centuries;  Dollinger’s commentary;  Leo IX to 
Cerularius;  Anselm of  Lucca;  Rupert of  Duetz;  Nicholas I;  Aeneas of  Paris;  Pope 
John XIX;  Pope Benedict IX;  Pope Gregory VII;  Succeeding popes who took the 
name Honorius;  Pope Honorius III;  Pope Eugene IV;  Medieval English references 
to Pope Honorius as having sent St. Berin to England;  Manuscript of  Abingdon 
Abbey;  Thomas Rudborne;  Pope Honorius I to Archbishop Honorius of  Canterbury;  
Forged letter of  Honorius I;  None of  the Scholastic theologians show any awareness 
of  the case of  Honorius—Lombard and Aquinas;  Martin of  Opava;  John Huss;  
Bartolomeo Platina makes Honorius an opponent of  Monothelitism, and his history 
of  the popes misled others, such as Pighius and Hosius;  Onofrio Panvinio;  Alphonsus 
Ciaconi;  Flavius Blondus;  Æneas Sylvius;  Johannes Vergenhans;  Marcus Antonius 
Coccius Sabellicus;  Desiderus Erasmus;  John Eck;  Nicholas of  Lyra;  Council of  
Basel;  Sylvius admits “very many examples” of  papal heretics or reprobates;  First 
Vatican Council;  Pope Pius IX;  Lack of  medieval Western familiarity with councils;  
The earliest Protestant Reformers do not appear aware of  the case of  Honorius—
apparently the first to urge Honorius against Rome is Matthias Flacius Illyricus in 
1555;  The case of  Pope Liberius was more well known during the Middle Ages.

Section V  Roman Catholic Remarks on the Condemnation of  Honorius  683

Subsection I  Introduction  683
Many Roman Catholics defend a heretic, substituting their personal judgment for 
the judgment of  the Sixth Ecumenical Council;  Philip Schaff;  Cardinal Raescher;  
Importance of  the Seventh Council reiterating the Sixth;  John Chapman (Catholic	
Encyclopedia) on the typical views of  this controversy;  Allegations of  falsification of  
Acts abandoned;  The following is a generally chronological list of  many Roman 
Catholics who have explicitly commented on the case of  Honorius.

Subsection II  From the Thirteenth through Sixteenth Centuries  686
Cardinal Benedict;  Manuel Kalekas;  Nicholas of  Cusa;  Cardinal John de 
Torquemada;  Albert Pighius;  Bartholomé Carranza;  Alfonso de Castro;  
Stanislaus Hosius;  Melchior Canus;  Franciscus Turrianus;  Francisco Jover;  
Bartholomew of  Braga;  Thomas Harding;  Andradius;  Francis Coster;  Thomas 
Stapleton;  Ludovico Maiorano;  Roman Catholic saints or blessed who have 
discussed the controversy over Honorius;  Bellarmine;  John Hart;  The 1582 
Rheims New Testament;  Jerónimo de la Rúa of  Toledo;  Antonio Augustín y 
Albanell;  Baronius;  Jacob Gretser;  Peter Arkoudios;  André Duval;  Joannes 
Mattaeus Caryophyllis;  Francis de Sales;  Henricus Spondanus;  Johannes 
Wiggers;  Adam Tanner;  Dominic Gravina;  Binius;  Jodocus Coccius;  Francis 
Sylvius;  Denis Pétau;  Isaac Habert.

Subsection III  From the Seventeenth Century to the Time of  Vatican I  698
Raymond Caron;  Antoine Godeau;  Philippe Labbé;  Francesco Sforza 
Pallavicino;  Louis Maimbourg;  Christian Wolf;  Jean Garnier;  Richard Arsdekin;  
Jean-Baptiste Duhamel;  Jean-Baptiste Tamagnini;  Francis Marchese;  Antoine 
and François Pagi;  Aguirre;  François-Séraphim Régnier-Desmarais;  Natalis 
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Alexander;  Celestino Sfondrati;  François Fénelon;  Bernard Désirant;  Honoré 
Tournély;  Luigi Andruzzi;  Jacques-Hyacinthe Serry;  Charles Witasse;  John 
Gisbert;  Anton Dezallier;  Edward Hawarden;  Charles du Plessis d’Argentré;  
No pope after Adrian II directly discusses the case of  Honorius;  Benedict XIV;  
Peter Dens;  Orsi;  Cavalcanti;  Liguori;  Antoine Boucat;  Merlin;  Giuseppe de 
Novaes;  Gaetano Moroni;  Giovanni Battista Bartoli;  Hieremias à Bennettis;  
Alban Butler;  Pereira;  Ughi;  Jean Joseph Havelange;  De Laurea;  Joseph de 
Maistre;  Alexis-François Artaud de Montor;  John Bell;  Angelo Mai;  James 
Warren Doyle;  Giovanni Battista Palma;  John M’Encroe;  Joseph Ferdinand 
Damberger;  A Jesuit professor at Rome.

Subsection IV  From the Time of  Vatican I to the Present Day  710
Francis Patrick Kenrick (endorsed by Pope Pius IX);  Giovanni Tommaso 
Ghilardi;  John Baptist Purcell;  Vatican I apparently schismatic;  Orestes 
Brownson;  Prosper Louis Pascal Guéranger;  Francis Xavier Weninger;  Henry 
Edward Manning;  Martin John Spalding;  Thomas Morton Harper;  Stephen 
Vincent Ryan;  Victor Augustin Isidore Dechamps;  Joseph Pennacchi;  Carlo 
Piccirillo;  Gerhard Schneemann;  William Humphrey;  American	Catholic	Quarterly	
Review;  Amédée de Margerie;  James Kent Stone;  H. I D. Ryder;  William 
George Ward;  Paul Bottalla;  Luke Rivington;  Dublin	Review (multiple articles);  
Irish	Ecclesiastical	Record;  Abbot Marie Théodore Guyot;  Louis Pététot;  Catholic	
World;  Abbé Constantin;  Civilta	Cattolica;  Canon Lefebre;  Abbé Laroque;  Abbé 
Bélet;  Father Roque;  Father Ramière;  Avenir	Catholique;  Léon Gautier;  Louis 
Jouin;  William Cleophas Gaynor;  Acta Sanctorum;  Johann Baptist Franzelin;  John 
Nicholas Murphy;  Faucher edition of  Aquinas’ Summa;  John Gerard;  William 
Francis Berry;  Reuben Parsons;  Joseph Hergenröther;  Bertrand Louis Conway;  
Daniel Lyons;  Columba Edmonds;  Catholic	Dictionary;  Jean Joseph Laborde;  
Vincent Tizzani;  Louis-Nazaire Bégin;  Joseph Chantrel;  Colin Lindsay;  John 
Henry Newman;  Joseph-Epiphane Darras;  Audishu V. Khayat;  Yusuf  al-Dibs;  
Yusuf  Deryan;  Charles Coupe;  Joseph Turmel;  Franz Xaver von Funk;  John 
Chapman;  Louis Duchesne;  Adrian Fortescue;  Thomas Stanislaus Dolan;  
Walter Devivier;  Alumni Association of  St. Francis Seminary;  Jakob Linden;  
Horace Kinder Mann;  Hugh Pope;  Clement Raab;  Francis X. Doyle;  Paul 
K. Abraham;  Joseph F. Costanzo;  Dvornik;  Warren H. Carroll;  Karl Keating;
Denzinger’s collection of  Catholic dogma contains Honorius’ two heretical
letters;  Whether Honorius spoke ex cathedra.

Section VI  Summary  746
Roman Catholics have held widely divergent and erroneous positions on this issue;  
Edward Denny;  Roman Catholics have remained without any definite solution, 
and are uncertain whether Honorius was the Vicar of  Christ or a heretic;  The 
condemnation and heresy of  Honorius is indisputable, yet many Latins have not 
accepted the decision of  the Church;  Following the bishop of  Rome can be hazardous 
to salvation;  Further reading.
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P R E FA C E

The present work is the fruit of  over ten years of  study and research upon the 
controversy between Roman Catholicism and the Orthodox Church.  For some 
time, I have felt that a comprehensive treatise from the Orthodox perspective 
addressing this controversy is an essential need in the English literature.

This book is intended principally to confirm Orthodox Christians against those 
who say that the Orthodox Church is not a true Church or that She must alter 
and conform to Roman Catholicism.  The aim of  this work is to show that the 
Orthodox Church is justified in those matters in which She differs from Roman 
Catholicism.

This treatise offers a critique of  traditionalist Roman Catholicism from the 
Orthodox perspective and demonstrates the antiquity and apostolicity of  the 
Orthodox Church.  I have preferred to focus almost exclusively on the plain 
historical facts since they are open to less dispute, cannot as easily be evaded or 
contested by sophistical assertions, and have been accepted by Roman Catholic 
authorities.  I believe that recourse to authentic and authoritative sources is 
fundamental to controversial discussions, and thus have attempted to review the 
points under discussion with accurate and extensive citations.

This work diligently systematizes, compiles, and refers to the knowledge 
and wisdom of  others (especially the saints before us), rather than to propose 
interpretations of  a single author.  The reader will find valuable information from 
many books and sources, especially by Latin authors, to show their own admissions 
and to fairly represent their positions, which contrast with the teachings and 
practices of  the early Church.  Writers on this topic in the 1900s and previous 
centuries were limited to some degree by their access to books and manuscripts (as 
they admit), but this work makes full use of  all the advantages of  contemporary 
technology and digitized libraries to find almost any source, along with additional 
analysis.  Let the reader see the sources and judge for themselves what is important.
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Errors of  the Latins discusses over 50 historical and theological differences between 
Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism, quotes over 120 authors and sources on trine 
immersion in baptism, quotes over 200 authors and sources on the 28th Canon of  
Chalcedon and the Council of  Trullo, quotes over 300 authors and sources on the 
condemnation of  Pope Honorius, and contains over 100 examples of  unreliable 
texts and documents used by the Latins, among many other useful historical notes, 
clearly showing the contrast between the ancient Church and Roman Catholicism.  
Many sources are used to provide evidence from the writings of  Holy Scripture, 
the Church Fathers, the Lives of  the saints, liturgical services, Church history, 
the acts and canons of  councils, imperial laws, iconography, numismatics, relics, 
archaeology, manuscripts, canonists, hierarchs, elders, theologians, catechisms, 
scholars, Roman Catholic authorities, and other authors across many countries 
and all centuries.

The importance of  this controversy, together with the large number of  topics 
under review, occasioned the Errors of  the Latins’ large size.  The claims herein are 
supported by extensive documentation and evidence from original authorities since 
too many others have alleged historical support for their views without presenting 
adequate documentary evidence.  Extensive footnotes and careful documentation 
allow easy verification of  references in this vast collection.  The bibliography 
comprehensively lists about 1,200 books and book series to help the reader find 
Orthodox and historical material in English.
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I N T RO D U C T I O N

In the year 1054, a schism occurred between the Eastern and Western Churches.1  
The pope of  Rome, Leo IX (1002–1054, pope from 1049–1054), left the communion 
of  the Orthodox Church, having added to the Divine Creed the Latin word filioque 
(claiming that the Greeks had removed it from the Creed, and disregarding the 
advice of  his apostolic predecessors, including Pope Leo III (750–816, pope from 
795–816), who specifically forbade the filioque insertion).2  Moreover, Pope Leo IX 
officially cited at length the spurious Donation of  Constantine in his letter to the 
patriarch of  Constantinople to justify his claims to supremacy over the other 
patriarchs.3  The next four highest ranking sees—Constantinople, Alexandria, 
Antioch, and Jerusalem—along with other leading bishops of  the Church, 
remained Orthodox, while Old Rome fell away.  These four Orthodox sees are 
important members of  the Church, as is read in the ecclesiastical records:

• Constantinople:  The 36th Canon of  the Sixth Ecumenical Council (692),
which was also confirmed in the Seventh Ecumenical Council (787), gives
us the correct understanding of  the ecclesiastical dignity of  the Church of
Rome (showing that Rome has equal privileges with Constantinople and is
not supreme over it), stating:

Renewing the enactments by the 150 Fathers assembled at the 
God-protected and imperial city, and those of  the 630 who met 
at Chalcedon; we decree that the see of  Constantinople shall have 
equal privileges with the see of  Old Rome, and shall be highly 

1 The traditional date of  1054 for the Great Schism has been widely discussed and challenged, 
but it is adopted here as a good reference point.

2 See the chapter below on the Filioque for more.
3 See the chapter below on the Donation of  Constantine for more.
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regarded in ecclesiastical matters as that is, and shall be second after 
it.  After Constantinople shall be ranked the See of  Alexandria, 
then that of  Antioch, and afterwards the See of  Jerusalem.4

• Alexandria and Antioch:  Pope St. Gregory the Great (540–604) writes of
the unity of  the three Petrine sees, referring to the bishops of  Alexandria
and Antioch as bishops of  the see of  Peter, in a letter to Eulogius, bishop
of  Alexandria:

Wherefore though there are many apostles, yet with regard to the 
principality itself  the See of  the Prince of  the apostles alone has 
grown strong in authority, which in three places is the See of  one.  
For he himself  exalted the See in which he deigned even to rest 
and end the present life [Rome].  He himself  adorned the See to 
which he sent his disciple [St. Mark] as evangelist [Alexandria].  He 
himself  stablished the See in which, though he was to leave it, he 
sat for seven years [Antioch].  Since then it is the See of  one, and 
one See, over which by Divine authority three bishops now preside, 
whatever good I hear of  you, this I impute to myself.  If  you believe 
anything good of  me, impute this to your merits, since we are one 
in Him Who says, That they all may be one, as You, Father, art in 
me, and I in you that they also may be one in us.5

• Antioch:  In the Synodical Letter of  the Second Ecumenical Council (382),
addressed to Pope Damasus and the other Western bishops, Antioch is
called “the most ancient and truly apostolic church in Syria, where first the
noble name of  Christians was given them.”6  St. John Chrysostom considers
the bishop of  Antioch the full successor of  Peter in the most comprehensive
sense:

At all events the master of  the whole world, Peter, to whose hands 
He committed the keys of  heaven, whom He commanded to do 

4 Henry Robert Percival, The	Seven	Ecumenical	Councils	of 	the	Undivided	Church, in NPNF 2/14: 
382. See the chapters below on “The History of  Canon 28 of  Chalcedon” and “The
Ecumenicity of  the Council in Trullo.”

5 Pope Gregory I, Register of  Letters, 7.40, in NPNF 2/12:229.  It is important to note that 
Alexandria ranks above Antioch, even though St. Peter did not directly supervise in 
Alexandria but only sent St. Mark, yet Peter was seven years bishop of  Antioch, which shows 
that Petrine presence was not the key reason in the ranking of  the patriarchal sees, but a 
multitude of  other factors, including the greatness of  the city (as will be shown in the book 
below on “The Papacy”), which is clear in the case of  Constantinople, which ranks above 
two sees of  Peter.

6 Theodoret of  Cyrus, Ecclesiastical	History, 5.9, in NPNF 2/3:138.
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and to bear all, He bade tarry here for a long period.  Thus in His 
sight our city was equivalent to the whole world.  But since I have 
mentioned Peter, I have perceived a fifth crown woven from him, 
and this is that this man succeeded to the office after him.  For just as 
any one taking a great stone from a foundation hastens by all means 
to introduce an equivalent to it, lest he should shake the whole 
building, and make it more unsound, so, accordingly, when Peter 
was about to depart from here, the grace of  the Spirit introduced 
another teacher equivalent to Peter, so that the building already 
completed should not be made more unsound by the insignificance 
of  the successor.7

• On Jerusalem, the same Synodical Letter of  the Second Ecumenical
Council declares “Of  the church at Jerusalem, mother of  all the churches,
we make known that the right reverend and most religious Cyril is bishop.”8

Russia:  Moreover, hundreds of  millions of  faithful in the lands of  Russia, 
Eastern Europe, and Northern Asia entered into and remained in communion 
with the Orthodox Church, choosing to ally with the Orthodox instead of  the 
Latins or Roman Catholics.9  Many have become or remained Orthodox under the 
greatest persecutions.  Also, the missions of  the Orthodox Church have been far 
more successful and fruitful than commonly assumed in the West (as will be seen in 
the appendix on Missions).

The first subject to consider is the numerous innovations of  Roman Catholicism, 
evidencing their discontinuity from the early Church in sacramental, theological, 
disciplinary, political, supernatural, and other matters, while the Orthodox 
Church has steadfastly maintained the ancient and apostolic traditions, carefully 
preserved and handed down through the centuries.  The examples here presented 
demonstrate that the Roman Catholic communion of  the second millennium is 
significantly different from the Church of  the first millennium.

7 John Chrysostom, Homily	on	St.	Ignatius, 4, in NPNF 1/9:138.
8 Theodoret of  Cyrus, Ecclesiastical	History, 5.9, in NPNF 2/3:138.
9 Note that the term “Latins” when occasionally used in this work generally refers to people 

professing traditionalist Roman Catholicism, in accordance with medieval terminology, and 
it is not derogatory, nor is it referring to people of  Latin background.  The nomenclature 
can be limiting, since technically, Roman Catholics are neither Roman nor Catholic, and 
there are many Roman Catholics who are not part of  the Latin rite.  The title of  this book is 
meant as a rebuttal to Thomas Aquinas’ Against the Errors of  the Greeks (Contra	Errores	Græcorum), 
although Aquinas apparently did not give this title to his work.  The term “Latin” is also 
sometimes used for the Latin-speaking Christians in the first millennium or before the 
Schism.
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“Thus	saith	the	Lord,	Stand	ye	in	the	ways,	and	see,	and	ask	for	the	old	paths,	
where	is	the	good	way,	and	walk	therein,	and	ye	shall	find	rest	for	your	soul.” 

—Jer.	6:16

“stand	fast,	and	hold	the	traditions	which	ye	have	been	taught”
—2	Thess.	2:15

“Let	the	ancient	customs	prevail	.	.	.”
—I Nicaea, Canon 6

Many elements of  Roman Catholicism considerably differ from the ancient 
practices and beliefs of  the Church, and significant changes took place in the 
West after the Schism of  1054.

St. Athanasius the Great (ca. 296/298–373) says:

But, beyond these sayings [of  Scripture], let us look at the very tradition, 
teaching, and faith of  the Catholic Church from the beginning, which the 
Lord gave, the Apostles preached, and the Fathers kept.  Upon this the 
Church is founded, and he who should fall away from it would not be a 
Christian, and should no longer be so called.1

St. John of  Damascus (ca. 675/676–749) says:

1 Ep. 1, to Bishop Serapion, sec. 28, in C. R. B. Shapland, ed. and trans., The Letters of  Saint 
Athanasius	Concerning	the	Holy	Spirit (London: The Epworth Press, 1951), 133–34.  In another 
letter (Ep. 60,	to	Adelphius, sec. 6), Athanasius says, “But our faith is orthodox, and starts from 
the teaching of  the Apostles and tradition of  the Fathers, being confirmed . . .”  (Shapland, 
The Letters of  Saint Athanasius, 133 [also tr. in NPNF 2/4:576–77].)
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Let us, therefore, brothers, stand on the rock of  faith and in the tradition 
of  the Church, not removing the boundaries, which our holy fathers set 
in place [Prov. 22:28], nor giving space to those who wish to innovate or 
break up the structure of  God’s holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  For 
if  license is given to anyone who wishes, little by little the whole body of  
the Church will be broken up.  No, brothers, no, children of  the Church 
who love Christ, let us not put our mother to shame, let us not destroy her 
comeliness.  Accept her in the preeminence I have defended.2

Julian Joseph Overbeck (1820–1905), an Orthodox scholar who had formerly 
been a Roman Catholic priest, wrote,

And the finger of  God is not less visible in preserving the Eastern Church 
in its pure ancient Orthodoxy than it is in allowing the West to follow its 
own vain conceits.  Being cut off from the true Church, the abode of  the 
Holy Spirit, means shifting for one’s self.  Hence the supremely human 
development of  the Roman system in doctrine and discipline.3

This book begins with a discussion of  the holy mysteries, also called holy 
sacraments.4

2 Andrew Louth, trans., St. John of  Damascus, Three Treatises on the Divine Images (Crestwood, NY: 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2003), 110.

3 Julian Joseph Overbeck, A	Plain	View	of 	the	Claims	of 	the	Orthodox	Catholic	Church	as	Opposed	to	
All	Other	Christian	Denominations (London: Trübner & Co., 1881), 53.

4 Although there are only seven mysteries proper and in the strict sense (see James Nathaniel 
William Beauchamp Robertson, The	Acts	and	Decrees	of 	the	Synod	of 	Jerusalem:	Sometimes	Called	
the	Council	of 	Bethlehem,	Holden	under	Dositheus,	Patriarch	of 	Jerusalem	in	1672 (London: Thomas 
Baker, 1899), 12, 14, 62, 84, and 135), the Orthodox Church does not limit the term 
“mystery” to only the seven, for there are other sacramental activities in the Church, such 
as the service for the burial of  the dead, the rites for a monastic profession, the blessing of  
waters at Epiphany, and the anointing of  a monarch, along with many other blessings and 
services, and the whole Christian life itself  can be seen as a single mystery or one great 
sacrament (Timothy Ware, The Orthodox Church, 2nd ed. [London: Penguin Books, 1993], 
276).  For Orthodox studies on the sacraments, see Dumitru Stăniloae, The Experience of  God: 
Orthodox	Dogmatic	Theology, ed. and trans. Robert Barringer and Ioan Ionita, vol. 5 (Brookline, 
MA: Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 2012), as well as the chapter on “The Holy Mysteries 
(Sacraments)” in Michael Ivanovich Pomazansky, Orthodox	 Dogmatic	 Theology:	 A	 Concise	
Exposition, ed. and trans. Seraphim Rose and the St. Herman of  Alaska Brotherhood, 3rd ed. 
(Platina, CA: St. Herman of  Alaska Brotherhood, 2005), pt. 2, chap. 8 (first pub. in Russian 
in 1963).
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PA RT  I

T H E  S A C R A M E N T S

Chapter I
Baptism—Trine Immersion

“Trine	immersion	is	universally	observed	in	Baptism:
and	consequently	anyone	baptizing	otherwise	would	sin	gravely”
—Thomas	Aquinas,	Summa	Theologica,	part	3,	q.	66,	art.	8

Baptism is the sacrament by which we formally enter the Church.  Since the earliest 
times, the sacrament of  baptism has been performed by trine (triple) immersion in 
water, with exceptions in extraordinary circumstances.  The Church Fathers teach 
that immersion thrice into water is the proper mode for baptism.  However, Roman 
Catholic authorities no longer follow this mode as the standard.

The only approved exceptions to immersion are weakness or sickness of  the 
candidate (as in clinic baptism) or baptizer, scarcity of  water (as when a martyr 
was to be baptized in prison or under other such confinement, or in extreme cold 
weather or in the desert, when a sufficient quantity of  suitable liquid water could 
not be procured), the necessity of  baptism in danger of  death, or other urgent 
cause.5

5 See the references to Metropolitan Philotheos Bryennios and Archimandrite Philaret 
Bapheidos, professors at the Theological School of  Halki, in Philip Schaff, Didache, the 
Oldest	Church	Manual	Called	the	Teaching	of 	the	Twelve	Apostles, 3rd ed. (New York, NY: Funk & 
Wagnalls, 1890), 42.  Also see Joseph Bingham, Origines	Ecclesiasticæ, vol. 3 (London: William 
Straker, 1843), 601–05 (bk. 11, chap. 11, sec. 5).
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The Patriarchal	Encyclical of  1895, by Ecumenical Patriarch Anthimos VII of  
Constantinople (1835–1913, patriarch from 1895–1896), states:

The one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of  the first seven Ecumenical 
Councils baptized by three immersions in the water, and the Pope Pelagius 
speaks of  the triple immersion as a command of  the Lord, and in the 
thirteenth century baptism by immersions still prevailed in the West; and 
the sacred fonts themselves, preserved in the more ancient churches in Italy, 
are eloquent witnesses on this point; but in later times sprinkling or effusion, 
being privily brought in, came to be accepted by the Papal Church, which 
still holds fast the innovation, thus also widening the gulf  which she has 
opened; but we Orthodox, remaining faithful to the apostolic tradition and 
the practice of  the seven Ecumenical Councils, ‘stand fast, contending for 
the common profession, the paternal treasure of  the sound faith.’ (St. Basil 
the Great, Ep. 243, To	the	Bishops	of 	Italy	and	Gaul)6

The Longer Russian Catechism of  St. Philaret (1782–1867), metropolitan of  
Moscow, states:

Q. What is most essential in the administration of  Baptism?

A. Trine immersion in water, in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son,
and of  the Holy Ghost.7

There is abundant testimony that the early Church baptized with trine 
immersion.  In this section the focus will be on witnesses from the first six centuries 
of  the Christian Era that testify to trine immersion.  This chapter will omit the 
many evidences from the early Church where immersion (without reference to 
the number of  immersions) is shown to be the standard practice, and the focus 
is exclusively on the testimonies for trine immersion.  Later records and related 
discussions are found in the appendix on trine immersion.

The learned Protestant scholar and historian Dr. Philip Schaff (1819–1893) 
writes:

The Didache, the Catacomb pictures, and the teaching of  the fathers, 
Greek and Latin, are in essential harmony on this point, and thus confirm 
one another.  They all bear witness to trine immersion as the rule, and 

6 Eustathius Metallinos, trans., Anthimos VII, Reply	of 	 the	Holy	Catholic	and	Apostolic	Orthodox	
Church	 of 	 the	 East	 to	 the	 Encyclical	 of 	 Pope	 Leo	 XIII.	 on	 Re-Union, 2nd ed. (London: J. & E. 
Bumpus, 1896), art. 7 [orig. pub. in Greek at Constantinople in August 1895].

7 Richard White Blackmore, trans., The Doctrine of  the Russian Church, The Longer Catechism of  
the Russian Church (Aberdeen: A. Brown and Co., 1845), 85 (pt. 1, art. 10, “On Baptism”) 
[orig. pub. in Russian at Moscow in 1839].
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affusion or pouring as the exception.  This view is supported by the best 
scholars, Greek, Latin, and Protestant.8

The Roman Catholic scholar Raffaele Garrucci (1812–1885) agrees:

The archæologists and historians of  the Roman Catholic Church are 
likewise unanimous as to the practice of  ancient times.  The Jesuit 
P. Raffaele Garrucci, who wrote the most elaborate and magnificent work
on Ancient Christian Art, says that the most ancient and solemn rite was
“to immerse the person in the water, and three times also the head,
while the minister pronounced the three names;” but he rightly adds that in
exceptional cases baptism was also performed by “infusion” or “aspersion,”
when a sufficient quantity of  water for immersion was not on hand, or
when the physical condition of  the candidate would not admit it.9

The Patriarchal	Encyclical of  1895 says, “in the thirteenth century baptism by 
immersions still prevailed in the West” (quoted above), in support of  which claim 
is the testimony of  the preeminent Roman Catholic theologian Thomas Aquinas 
(1225–1274), who has the following to say on trine immersion in his magnum opus, 
the Summa	Theologica:

Whether trine immersion is essential to Baptism?

We	proceed	thus	to	the	Eighth	Article:—

Objection 1.  It seems that trine immersion is essential to Baptism.  For 
Augustine says in a sermon on the Symbol, addressed to the Neophytes:  
Rightly	were	you	dipped	three	times,	since	you	were	baptized	in	the	name	of 	the	Trinity.		
Rightly	were	 you	dipped	 three	 times,	because	you	were	baptized	 in	 the	name	of 	Jesus	
Christ,	Who	on	the	third	day	rose	again	from	the	dead.		For	that	thrice	repeated	immersion	
reproduces	the	burial	of 	the	Lord	by	which	you	were	buried	with	Christ	in	Baptism.  Now 
both seem to be essential to Baptism, namely, that in Baptism the Trinity 
of  Persons should be signified, and that we should be conformed to Christ’s 
burial.  Therefore it seems that trine immersion is essential to Baptism.

8 Schaff, Didache, 42.
9 “Antichissimo e solenne fu it rito d’immergere la persona nell’ acqua, e tre volte anche il 

capo, al pronunziare del ministro i tre nomi.  Non è pertanto da credere che altrimenti non 
si battezzasse giammai.  Perocchè mancando al bisogna o la copia di acqua richiesta all’ 
immersione, o la capacità della vasca, ovvero essendo la condizione del catecumeno tale che 
gli fosse pericoloso il tuffarsi interamente nelle acque, ovvero per alcun altro grave motive 
supplivasi col battesimo detto di infusion od aspersione, versando o spargendo l’acqua sul 
capo di colui che si battezzava, stando egli or dentro una vasca che non bastava a riceverlo 
tutto, o fuori di essa e sulla terra asciutta,” in Schaff, Didache, 43–44, citing “Storia	della	arte	
Christiana, Prato, 1881, vol. i, P. I, 27 sq.”
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